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| From a Friend of the AUTHOR's 


SIR, 
H E following Sheets were 
done by a Perſon of Quality, 


; | who-(how Coptous loever the 


Subject may + ip} choſe rather to 
couch ,his Senſe in a few Leaves,wilhing 
more the Inſtruction of the World in lo 
Important a Matter, than its Amuſement 
by a Khapſody of Words; and tho the 
Preſs ſo abounds with Pamphlets , and 
variety of Novels, as makes it expedient 
for Paper- Adventurers to have Credentials ; 
yet here you will meet with a ſmall Tra, 
which (like the Subje@ it treats of ) comes 


A 3 upon 


upon the Stage with Original Authority, 
not introduced with ſo much as a Pre- 
ace. 

The Amthor's Delign ſeems both Pra. 
Ticable and perſpicuous, backed with Ar- 
guments and Examples, Divine, Political 
and Moral ; and how great a Cauſe he 
advocates, is evident from this one Conſi- 
deration, That it it be not attended to, 
the next Age mult either in a great mea- 
ſure become illegitimate , or we muſt be 
unins tantum £Vi Gens. 

I ſhall purſue the Author's own Method 
in avoding prolixity upon ſo needleſs an 
Occaſion as that of his Encominm, which 
muſt ariſe from his own Labour; to the 
peruſal whereof I recommend the Judici- 
ous and Impartial Reader. 
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F the Jewiſh Lawyer had demanded 
of our Saviour, which was the Firſt, 
and great Commandment before the 
Moſaical Inſtitution, as he did under 
We? that Occonomy ; we may reaſonably 

$ 'uppoſe his Anſwer to have been that 

which was given to Adam in inno- 
cency, Be fruitful, multiply, and repleniſh the Earth ; 
which the Promiſe of God to the Patriarch Abraham 
does farther illuſtrate, and confirm. For bidding him to 
look upon the firmam-nt of Heaven, and to ſee if he could 
tel the Stars thereof, for ſo ſhould his Seed be, without 
number, and this as a bleſling entail'd upon his conju- 
gal love of Sarab : herein Abraham at] the Com- 
mand preſcribed to our firſt Parents; and God to make 
trial of his Faith, delayed, bur yet preſerved the Blef- 
ſing annexed to that Law given in Paradiſe. 

And as this was a Sovereign Rule to thoſe of the Old 
World; ſo was it of equal obligation to its Inhabitants 
after the Flood, as appears very remarkably from its be- 
ing in iphſſimis verbis, given twice, in one Chapter, in 
charge to Noah. 

This then being a Law, whoſe Antiquity claims a 
precedency before all other Conſtitutions in the World ; 
which dates its Original from God's imprinting his I- 
mage upon Man ; our Creator ufhering it in with our 
very Beings, and both Nature and Providence deſign- 
ing it as well for Humane enjoyment, as increaſe of 
Poſterity, may therefore juſtly challenge an exact, in- 
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diſpenſable Obedience : but on the contrary, we ſee 
thre Precepts of Men fo prevalent among the Civilized; 
and the vicious Practices of the Lewd,ot ſuch influence 
with the Debauched, that no InjunRtion in Divine Writ 
is more apparently violated and contemned; as placing 
it in different Lights, ſuitably to the various, but depra- 
ved Opinions of Men in the World, will evidently ſhew. 
For ſome there are, whoſe ſuperſtitious Deluſions 
carry them out of the allowed Walks in. the Garden of 
the Univerſe (like Adam) to hide themiglves in-a Cloy= 
ſter, believing they can purchaſe Heayen, by diſpeo« 
pling the Earth, tho at the ſame time they are a ſort of 
Felo de e's (as it were) to Poſterity ; but to me, that 
ſeems no part of truce Religion, which ( it generally 
practiſed ) would put an'end to all ; nor can I think 
him a right Votary to Jeſus, whoſe Doctrine and Pra- 
Qice would extirpate the whole Race.of Mankind, and 
ſo put a period to the World, which our Saviour tells 
us the Angels of Fleaven kuow not, nor the Son, but the 
Father only ; but it Religion be wrapt up in Fryers and 
Nuns Weeds, and that perſuaſion, general, we may eaſily 
unravel the ſecret of its Diſſolution, which (as St. Paul 
ſpeaks of the Salvation of the Gentiles) was hid in God. 
Others (whom I can hardly entitle to the name of 
humane) are as unbounded as brute Beaſts, and might 
be taught by ſome to regulate their unlimited Paſſions : 
Theſe bid defiance to the Law of God and Nature, ris 
dicule the former, and skirmiſh to the utmoſt efforts 
of a macerated Body with the latter ; but I forget my 
ſelf, and by an unwarrantable intruſion, whilſt I in- 
veigh ag2inſt Idols, do commur Sacriledge, in preſuming 
to dip a Lay-pengin Divinity, eſpecially in a Subject ot 
Morality, which is the main ſcope and deſign of the 
following Diſcourſe, which yet indeed might have re- 
ceived no ſmall advantage trom one whoſe Function 
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might render him more converſant in the Sarred Ora- 
cles, or at leaſt authorize a freer uſe of them ; but how- 
ever, ſeeing Marriage almoſt forgotten in the World, 
and made among the Wits of our Age, the Character 
of Fools, or e of Neceſſity; I deemed it not alto- 
gether improper for a Laick to argue with them agree- 
ably to their own ſenſe, hoping that I may in this be 
a Prodromus to ſome learned Pen. 

But to proſecute my Diſcourſe, I ſhall fr ſhew the 
Prattice of the early Ages of the World in the inſtitu- 
tion of Marriage. | 

Secondly, What Puniſhments were inflicted upon ſuch 
as violated that Law. 

Thirdly, That a promiſcuous liberty of Men and Wo- 
men (tho bounded in Polygamy) would hinder the in- 
creaſe of Mankind. 

Fourthly, That much of the ufage in the firſt Ages in 
point of Marriages,is now practicable in theſe Kingdoms. 

Fifthly, That the negle&t of Marriage (if not time- 
ly prevented) will occiion their deſtruction. 

Sixthly, Shall lay down the many Advantages which 
will atten% theſe Kingdoms, by obliging all men from 
Twenty one years of Age, to marry; or in default, to pay 
a Malt in proportion to their Fortunes. 

Seventhly , 'Shall ſubmit to better Judgments , fuch 
Rules and Methods in this matter, as will oblige men of 
all qualities to conform one way of other, ſo that the 
Kingdom ſhall be greatly improved by it. 

To begin then with the firſt ; and here I muſt beg 
leave to bring in fomerhing of the Scripture ; and tho 
[ dare\not interpoſe with the 7ribe of Levi, yet this 
part,4s Hiſtorical (the Practice of the Patriarch's being 
the moſt carly which we can warrantably believe in the 
World) will, Thope, eſcape cenſure; and in purfaance 
of which we-may obſerve, that God who inveſted A- 
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dam with power over every thing which he had made, 
youchſafed to him the high Prerogative of Lord Para» 
mount of the Creation, yet confined him to one Wo-» 
man. The Divine Wiſdom, who ſurely well under- 
ſtood the true conſtitution of Humane Nature, and 
conſequently what would moſt conduce to its enjoy- 
ment, would ( we may ſuppoſe) not have done this, 
and that in man's full ſtate of perfetion, when he had 
no ſtain of Sin, and could therefore have no reſtraint 
in whatſoever he deſired, were it that more Women 
than one could have added to his fatisfaRtion and con- 
tentment ; and this ſeems more probable from what the 
Holy Scripture informs us concerning the Creation, of 
which we have this hiſtorical Account; T hat when God 
had perfected his Architet of the World, he beheld 
every thing that he had made, and behold it was good ; 
whereas it could not have been ſo, had it fallen ſhort in 
one of the main and eſſential parts of it, that of a Meet- 
help for the Microcoſm, or little World of Man, as to his 
incomplete enjoyment but of one Woman, when variety 
and charge would have been more agreeable unto him. 
But 'ris s ly that Adam's notion of this matter was 
quite different from that of his Poſterity-in this Age, 
who whilſt he continued in his full ſtrength and inte- 
grity, was entire, and upright in his Love ; and 'twas 
the Seed of that Sin of the forbidden Fruit which ſprang 
up in his Succeſſors, whereby men became Criminals in 
tranſgreſling that Original Inſtitution of Marriage. 
There is nothing fince the Creation which we can 
have from the beſt of Men, but has ſome ſally of the 
Veſſel from whence itcame ; and therefore be the pre- 
cept, or practice, ever ſo great or good, yet it proceeds 
from a ſinner : But here is a command trom an infalli- 
ble Author, praftic'd by a Man, our Father, and that 
when he was ia his Original purity, which for both 
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reaſons ſhould prevail over the World ; which to the 
ſcandal of our Holy Profeſſion, it does more among; 
Heathens, than us. 

From Adam we deſcend to Cain; and he took him 
(the Scripture tells us) a Wife: Th6 he was a Murder- 
er, yet he would not bean Adulterer. Tis likely that 
Sin was not then crept into the World, as being too 
beaſtly for the Nobility of Man, who in thoſe infant- 
days of impiety was not then debauch'd ſo low, th6 
atthe ſame time there was not want of Women, as the 
impugners of this truth do confidently aver.; for with. 
the ſame breath that we. read of Caix's Baniſhment, 
we allo have an account that he was atraid of being 
Slain, and ſo went out and built Cities. 

I ſhall not ſtand to enumerate the whole Fiftory of 
the Patriarchs in this matter,whon the Scripture relates 
tous as Married Perſons. That which more remarka» 
bly offers it ſelf to our preſent conſideration, is, That 
even the worſt of Men, I mean thoſe of Sodom, were: 
not, in the contempt of Marriage, arrived to the im- 
piety of our Age ; for th6 their fins,. in other reſpects: 
were cloathed with fuch black aggravations,as to bring. 
down Fire from Heaven to deſtroy them; yet however. 
they were obedient to that Primitive Law; for we find: 
Lot ſpeaking to his Sons in Law,that Married his Dasgh+ 
ters: And to purſue the Scripture Story in its ſucceeding 
account of thoſe Ages, we read alſo-that the amorous 
Hivite,for a Marriage would havechanged the Religion 
of his Country ; and that the Father of the deſired Bride 
( Dinah) ſerved twice ſeven years-for a Wife, when he 
might have procur'd(as we ſce that he afterwards had) 
Maid-ſervants for. his Bed at. an eaſier purchaſe ; But 
this Solemn Inſtitution was then of Univerial Reve- 
rence and Eſteem among Men, infomuch, that he only 


was not afraid to meet the enemy in the gate, gy” 
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Sons:and Danvghters from a Legitimate Bed 3 and on 
the contrary, we - may obſerve with what reproach 
the Son of a Concubine was treated, whom we find re- 
preſented under the diſtinguiſhing charatter, of the Son 
of a Strange Woman. 

And the entertainment which they met with from 
ſuch as were Legitimate, did as much diſcriminate 
them, as the aforeſaid Charatteriſtick , whereof we 
have a particular inſtance in Fephtha's anſwer to his 
Brethren, in which he reproved them for driving him 
from among them as an Exile tor his Father's offence ; 
an uſage which ought rather to enforce Marriage in 

thers, by reaſon of that ignominy which atrends un- 
lawful iſſue, than to _ the innocent off-ſpring of 
offending Parents. 

Upon which account 'twas the great care and pra- 
Qiice of the Patriarchs, to ſeek out W7ves for their pO» 
ſterity, which chey purſued with fo follicitous, or ra- 
ther fo Religious an Obſervance, as it they believed it 
a Duty of rhe weightieſt importance, which indeed 
they had reaſon to conclude, as being remarkably the 
ſole Precept enjoyned betore the Fad, in theſe words, 
Be _ multiply, and repleniſh the Earth ; which 
to facilitate the performance of, we find that all things 
were brought forth,out of theErernal Treaſure of God's 
Wiſdom and Power, to attend upon the Solemnity of 

Adam's Nuptials, without the Celebration whereof, the 
Creation had not been perfe&t, But God Created Man 
in his own Image; and as one part of the Divinity con- 
fiſts in his Omn:preſence, whereby he fills Heaven and 
Earth ; fo alſo he deſigned Man to increaſe, repleniſh, 
and fill the Earth, not as the Beaſt by a promiſcuous 
cotwerſe ; but with purity, as he was created Male and 
Female, otherwiſe Men had not been fliled the Sons of 
God, when they took the Daughters of Men. 


And 
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And as this was the great Command precedent to 
Adam's Apoltacy ; fo we are informed that when 
God gave commillion to: his Angels to negotiate matters 
with. the Patriarchs, the cloſe of their Embaſſy did ge- 
nerally determine with the Bleſing of increaſing their 
Seed on tbe Earth: So it was with Abraham in the 
divers occurences of Providence that arrived to him 
throughout the whole courſe of his Lite, as in that 
remarkable paſſage of God's renewing his Promiſe to 
him ; in anſwer to which, Abraham propounds this que- 
ſtion, What wilt thou giue me, ſeeing 1 go childleſs, and 
rhe ſleward of my houſe is this Eliezar of Damaſcus 2? 
Now-, it | that latitude concerning Women had 
then been allowable, which our Libertines in this 
Age would have lawful ; 'tis certain that the good Pa- 
triarch might have found a nearer Relative than his 
Servant, and fo indeed he afterwards did, by the uſe of 
Hagar ; but then this was the choice of his Wife, not 
the effect of any liberty in that Age, for Miſſes to 
Rival. the lawtul Companion of the Bed. The Wife 
was ſole Regent there ; and notwithſtanding that zſſue 
was the greateſt ſatisfaction of thoſe days, and that 
Moſes connived at that in the /ſraelites, which the 
ſublimer Precepts of the Goſpe! do not admit; yet 
however we fee that the Patriarchs took not any Con- 
cubines, but what were with the conſent of their 
Wives;'and that we may not limit this practice to ſuch 
as lived only under the immediate Theccracy, and true 
Worſhip of God, we are told that the very Heathens, 
( who were a Law unto themſelves ) obſerved that 
Command given to Man in the State of Innocency; 
and a Gextile could by the very light and inſtin& of 
Nature, offer a Religious Reprimand to the Friend of 
God, for expoſing his Wite, to preſerve his Perſon ; 
Abimilech thus appealing unto God, I» the integrity of 
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amy beart, and innocency of my hands, have 7 done 
this, And indeed 'tis marvellous to conſider what a 
bright ray of Divinity broke through the Cloud of Gen- 
tile ignorance and obſcurity, wherewith , -alth6 this 
poor Heathen Prince was. deeply overſhadowed, yet it 
ſeems not fo totally, but that he could vertuouſly thas 
expoſtulate with Abrabam, What haſt thou done unto us ? 
and what have I offended thee, that thou haſt brought on 
me, and on my kintdem a great fin? And as he check'd 
the Hnsband, ſo did he alſo the Wife ; Behold (aid he 
toSarah ) he is to thee a covering of the eyes unto al 
that are with thee, and with all other. 

We have a farther inſtance in that of Pharoah, who 
conſtitutes Foſeph his prime Miniſter of State, pro- 
mores him to the higheſt Honours and Digniries of the 
Court, makes him in every thing as great as himſelf,ex- 
cepting that of the7hrone,zn which only he would be great- 
er than he, Now the higheſt favour which that great 
Monarch could beſtow, was to give Joſeph a Wife; 
had he been guilty of Tranſgreſiing with Females, we 
ſhould have heard of it, as well as of his Coxrt-fu of 
Swearing by the Life of Pharoah ; for 'ris obſerv'd in 
Scripture, That the ſins of the beſt are wot hid. But we 
have more than bare preſumption to induce us to be- 
lieve the contrary, as in that pregnant caſe of his re- 
fiſting the redoubled allurements of Potiphar's Wife, 
when it expoſed him, not only to the utter ruine of 
bis Fortune, which was then become great in the 
World, but to the danger of perperual Impriſonment, 
if not of Life it ſelf. 

I ſhall conclude Prefdents from the Jewiſh Law, with 
that remarkable Narrative of the Benjamites, who had 
provoked God in that notorious Rape and Murther of 
the Levite's C oncubine, together with their aggravation 
of ir, by juſlifying their anhuman practice by force of 
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Arms, and with fo Tragical an experiment, as that of the 
ſlaughter of Twenty frve thouſand of their Brethren. 

But in the Revolution of Warlike ſucceſs, when 'the 
other Tribes were become viRtorious, the firſt thing that 
they were ſollicitous for, was to provide every Man a Wife, 
thd they took them by a wile, which their Brethren ex- 
cuſed. 

Now as we have frequent Examples in the 0/d-Teftament; 
fo want we not Prefrdents, as well as Commands in this caſe, 
under the New. The firſt Miracle wrought by our Saviour 
was at the folemnizing of a Marriage; and his devout Suc- 
ceſſoar, the Holy Apoſtle Saint Paul, expreſly commands ir 
in theſe words, / will (ſays he) chat the younger ſort Marry, 
and bring forth Children; 8s it he had faid, that ſpurious 7 
ſac, which proceeds from unmarried Beds, are not proper- 
ly to be denominated Children, nor can there be a true 
propagation of human nature,but by Matrimonial contra; 
whereas were there a promiſcuous uſe of Women, the World 
muſt be peopled with Mankind in the fame confuſion that 
the Wilderneſs abounds with Beaſts; FHerds, not Commu- 
ities would inhabit the Earth,and natural affection would 
hardly continue with ſuch Brutes,to rear up their increaſe 
'till they had ſtrength to provide for themſelves; and then 
what inhuman violence theſe Savages would mutually ex- 
erciſe upon each other, 1s not eaſy to imagine ; but where 
chere isa diſtin property,it naturally creates /ove,and /ove 
maintains protefon 3, fo that if we run it up to the Foun- 
tain, the whole band of civil ſeciety, and of a regular com- 
munion betwixt Men in the World, proceeds from the 
ſucceſſion of a Lawful Iſſue, which is the Broad: ſeal of Hea- 
venand by which Divine Charter we hold all our Earthly 
enjoyments and poſſeſſions whatſoever. They who in op- 
poſition to all this, pretend Continency (which indeed is the 
beſt defence againſt this Sacred Rite) may (at leaſt ſome 


of them) ſtand in need of Saint Ambroſe's caution (viz.) 
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They who forbear things lawful to wſe, fall many times te uſe 
things they ſhould forbear. 

I ſhall now come to our /ater Ages, and ſee how the 
very Heathens, from the force of common unſtin, had 
Marriage in eſtimation among them : They who preſcrib'd 
no bounds to their inordinate paſſions of Luſt and Re- 
venge, and were ſome of them ſcarce in any thing diſtin» 
guiſhable from Beaſts, but that they had an higher /eyſe of, 
and were guilty of greater exceſs in &ratality;yet theſe very 
Men (if we may fo call them) honoured Marriage, which 
they demonſtrated by their higheſt eſteem of ſuch, as 
gave the largeſt teſtimonies of it in a #umerous off-ſpring ; 
on the contrary we find that a fing/e life was quite explo- 
ded among the Romans; Strabo in contempt of it, called 
Batchebors, half-men ; were he living in this Age, we may 
preſume he would have given them a worſe Charader, 

Furius Camillus,when Cenſor of Reome,was cxtreamly re- 
ver'd by the people for the Law he made concerning ſuch 
as were not Married, to Marry the Widows of thole who 
were loſt in the Wars,and impoſed Fines upon all recuſants: 
by this means he kept the Commonwealth in its ſtrength 
and greatneſs, which otherwiſe would have decayed, and 
become waſt by its YVidories; which the Romans prudently 
conſidered in taking as much care to zxcreaſe their numbers 
at home, as they did to /eſſen their Enemies abroad. 


Nor were the Romans more Politick, than the Athenians: 


Charitable, in this Law of Marriage,which was had inthat 
regard by them, that it created a general prafice among 
them to make Col/edtions forthe Daughters of their Friends, 
who were not able to give them Fortionsand however the 
Riches or Poverty of Ariſtides be controverted by Authors, 
tis by all agreed, that his Daughters were Married by De 
cree of the People, and at the publick charge of the Com- 
mon-wealth, And we read that Wyſe Socrates, th6 he had a 
Fife at that time, yet Married a poor Widow becauſe the 
was ſoindigent that none clſe would do it. It 
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ol Marriage Promoterl. 
It my juſtly aſtoniſh us to conſider how induſtrious and 
careful ſo great and wiſe a Srate as that of Athens was, to 
ethe Marriage of the pooreſt Yirgiz among them 
that of Ariffogeton's Daughter may ſerve for an inſtance, 
who being a poor Girl, in a mean land, and living under 
great poverty,was by order of the Council brought into 4- 
thens, and there Married at the Publick Expence; by which 
we may fitly obſerve, how much /feathens tranſcend us 
Chriſtians, in pertorming that by the ſole light,and conduR 
of Natare, which we notoriouſly difobey, Ps we enjoy the 
Oracles of God, For tho indeed we have Divine Authority 
for our warrant, that Marriage is Hononrable in all Men; 


yet ſome are not aſhamed to condemn ir, as a ſevere im- ' 


poſition upon the Great Mex, and an introduction of beg- 
gery to the middle jou of the Age, by bringing the firit 
into Reles, and the latter into cares and want; whereas were 
it duly refleted upon, 'twould appear in a ape quite con- 
trary to cither; but more of this in the c/oſe of the Diſcourſe. 

Plato,n his Book of Laws,inſtruQts us in a matter of good 
Policy, by the following advice ; Let every one from Thirty 
years old, to Thirty fre, Marry; if he does not, let him be pu- 
niſbed both in Purſe and Credit. 

And agreeably to this, we have the great value they put 
upon Marriage in Gerard's Deſcription of Auſtria, where he 
tells us, that the chict Reaſon the E/efors give, for chuſing 
Rodolph Emperor, was, that he had a numerous poſterity. 

. Lycurgss, among his Laws to the Spartans, enjoyned this 
for one, That they who lived unmarried and childleſs,ſhould 
be debarr d from all ſports, and forced to go naked in the 
Winter about the Market-place;and in the Spartan Laws there 
were the ſame puniſhments for bad Husbands, as for them 
that were wore, both being thought equally miſchievous to 
the Commonwealth, and neither to be ſuffered. 

Solon made a Law, That there ſhould be no Fointures, 
nor Dewers ; and that Wives —_ bring their Husbands 

2 but 
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but Three Gbwns, with ſome other ſmall Trifles of ſmall va- 
lue; forbidding Portions, which he looked upon as buying of 
Husbands, and ſo making Merchandize of Marriage,as of 0- 
ther 7rades,contrary to the Law of Nature,and firſt deſign 
of the Inſtitution, which was for the imcreaſe of Children; 
hence was he wont to ſay,7hat Men and Women ſhould marry 
for Iſſue, Pleaſure, and Love, but in no caſe for Money. That of 
Dyonifius a Tyrant of Sicily, in his reply to his Mother, 
might alſo be of inſtruQtion rous Chriſtians, who making 
her requeſt to him to ſuffer her to Marry a young mas, gave - 
this admirable return,/ have power to break the Laws 'fS v 
racuſa; but to force the Law of Nature, to make Marriage ; A 
youd the reaſonable compaſs of Age, is paſt my reach ; mean- 
ing, that what S-/on mentioned before, is the true intent 
of Marriage (vis.) Love, Children, &c. | 

The Romans were ſo careful in this matter, that they | 
made Laws vouchſafing divers Immunities and Priviledges | 
to ſuch as had many Children, as we may ſee by that par- 
ticular Law, Julia, or Papia, which obliged all Men to take | 
Wives, and none to be excepted. The wiſdom of thoſe 
Ages differed highly from the abſurd praQtices of theſe, 
who contemn Marriage as mean and mechanical ; but the 
famous Romans had quite other ſentiments of it, when 
AugufFus thought himſelf highly honoured by reciting 
the Oration tor this Law, as it it were his own, th6 for- 
merly made by Metellus the Cenſor, ſetting forth the ne- 
ceſſity of Marriage for the preſervation of the Common- 
wealth by a lawfal off-ſpring, they not numbring their 
Baftards ſo much as among the meanef? of the People. 

To the like purpoſe was the Tertulian Decree, and the 
right agygns thoſe that had three Children : Thus it 
appears that the Remaxs in the ſeveral EleRtions of their 
Officers, bore a chiet regard to ſuch as had many Childres, 

And not only they, but a worſe People, the Perfrans,had 
in former times a Cuſtome to.honour Men once 8 year with 
lome 
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fome Gratuity from their Xing, who had a Child that year 

by his Wife, reſpeQing him as a man that had gained an 
eem 1n the Service of his Countrey, 

We may come nearer home, and find at this day in ſome 
Parts of Germany, a Cuſtom (formerly more univerſal) once 
a year, at a general meeting in the City, or Town, to preſent 
Gifts, and to give publick applauſe with loud Acclamartions 
to ſuch as were married, and had Children that year ; thus 
ecchoing out their Praiſes, Theſe are they that repleniſh the 
World. 

As to Widowho:d, 'twas forbidden by the Romans to have 
any Allowance in the Cimmonwealth, in caſe they were not 
fuperannuated; (till reſpeRting Marriage as the Soul and Vi- 
tals of the State. 

The Noftranes in the Eaft,which we call Neftorians, have 
ſo vaſt a veneration for Marriage, that as ſoon as the mar- 
ried Couple has a Male-child, the Father loſes his name, and 
is called by that of his E/de/t Son;as ſuppoſing the Father's 
name //aac, and the Son to be called Joſeph, he is no more 
named /ſaac, but Abba Joſeph. 

We find in ſeveral Parts of the World, as-in Thrace and 
Aſſyria, that they were ſo poſſeſſed with an opinion of the 
advantage of Marriage, as occaſioned their making Laws 
for its propagation; and thoſe ſuch, as left it not in the 
power of men to reſtrain them ; for Parents had not the 
beſtowing of their own Childrens but when Yirgins were 
of fit years for Marriage, the Magiſtrates diſpoſed of them 
as they ſaw expedient for the advantage of the Common- 
wealth : and that none might be left unmarried, either for 
want of Beaxty, Money or Virtue, they ſo ordered it, that 
the Beautifal, if they had Money or Eſtates, ſhould be given 
to /acb as would take them without them ; and thoſe that 
had neither beauty nor money,ſhould have the money of thoſe 
that had beaxty, given with them ; and ſuch as had neither 


beauty, money, nor virtxe, ſhould with ſome money be put off 
to 
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to the leſs deſerving men ; by which means there was a 
numerous,and well-diſtributed People, fo far as Zeatheni/m 
could reach ; and ſuch was the unpatallell'd Conſtancy and 
Aﬀection of theſe Women to their Husbands, that not en» 
during to ſurvive them, they offered themſelves up in ſa- 
crifice at their Funerals; from whence I would only ob- 
ſerve the natural effect of Marriage , where 'tis made fo 
univerſal, that there is not that room for /a/cirvious Em- 
braces, as where the greateſt number are ſimg/e. 

'Tis a property inherent inthe nature of Man (and con- 
ſequently no more to be ſeparated from him, than eating 
and drinking) todefire a conjundtion with that part which 
God took from him ; and in-relation to which has given the 
firſt Charter of privilege to be in this World ove fielb ; and 
if the Common was not ſo /arge, the Incloſares would be 
better ftoet'd; for 'tis the neglet of Marriage which affords 
ſuch choice of Women 3 and that wariety prevails in the 
Temptation of ſuch whoſe Reaſon and Religion arc ſwallow- 
cd up in ſenſual pleaſare, which when once men have 
throughly imbibed, 'tis extream rare with them to with- 
draw within the limits of Divine Preſcription ; much leſs 
do we find humane Laws to prevail to the reſtraining of this 
Vice ; nor does it ſeem poſſible in a Kingdom, where it 
has once taken poſſeſſion, to turn it out by force it muſt 
therefore be treated in another way, and tht is by out- 
bidding the Sinner, in making a timely proviſion for the 
Marriage of Females ; and when 'tis known that this care 
is taken for virtuous Women, others of their Sex will be 
mindful to preſerve that Charater, and (o our Libertines 
will want Companions for unlawſu! Embraces, which will ne- 
ceſſitate the ſecuring of their enjoyments in the way of ver- 
twe; that this is undeniably the beſt expedient in this 
matter, ſeems capable of demonſtration, trom what may 
be obſerv'd in our own Plantations, where Women not a- 


bounding,Plaxters of conſiderable ſubſtance will buy a Wife 
that 
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that comes over but in the Quality of a Servax?, and that 
generally too for ſome Mifcarriages done here, and yet is 
there ſo reformed by Marriage, as to become a good Wife. 

I ſhall now proceed to the /econd Fead, which is to ſhew 
what puniſhments were inflicted upon fuch as violated rhe 
Law of Marriage. 

'Twill be unneceſſary to repeat what /nftarces we have 
in the Law of Moſes to this purpoſe ; inflicting death for 4- 
dultery, and leſſer Corporal Puniſhment for Fornication ; and 
in ſome caſes pecuniary Mauls to be paid by the Criminal, 
even tothe Father of a Virgin, beſides that to her injured ; 
and to a Bond/lave, manumiſſion, if the Offender refuſed to 
marry her. , 

We do not find that they were arrived to that Height of 
Impiety, which is too common in this Age, of deſtroying 
the Fruit of the Womb; and altho they were marvellouſly 
covetous of Children, yet ſeverely puniſhed the product of 
ſpurious Iſſue, and that ſometimes without proceſs of Law, as 
in that arbitrary Caſe of Tamar, where without any formor 
felemnity made uſe of, we read of nothing, but,” 5ring her 
forth, and let her be Burnt : and altho the Law of Moſes be 
thought ſevere in the Caſe of Adultery, yer we have ſome 
C briffian Countreys which go farther, by infliting the ſame 
penalty upon Fornication. 

They that will enquire into the Laws and Cuſtoms of Fiun- 
gary, may obſerve their pradice in this point, which may 
be judged an 47 of as much policy, as piety 3 and which to 
evince, we may conſider, that that Kingdom has ever been 
the ſeat of War,but more eſpecially ſo,fince the Ottoman Fa- 
mily ſet footing in Europe; and therefore they wiſely make 
proviſion for Peſterity, and increaſing their numbers, which 
they look upon as the Bulwarks againſt the Commos Fnemy, 
and this nothing but Marriage can effeQ ; and which the 
beſt way to enforce, is a reſtraint. from all other ways of 
mens acceſs to Women, 

I ſhall 
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- Iſhall not fill Paper with rehearſing the Laws and Puniſh- 


ments uſed even among, /fidels,as well as Chriſtians, in this 
point,it being notorious to all; but will conclude this Z/ead 
with ſome few Inſtances of ſore Penalties inflicted in former 
Ages,aswell upon fuch as = a rRT 6 upon others, 
who abus'd it ; and to illuſtrate this, 'tis but looking back 
to what was before mentioned in general, concerning the 
Cuſt-m of Marriage in the firſt Ages of the World 3 as that 
of Plato, That be who would not marry by the years of 35. 
ſhould be puniſhed in Purſe and Credit : So by the Laws of 
Lycurgus, They that negletted Marriage, ſhould be debarred 
from all Sports (a thing of great uſe in thoſe days) and ſhould 
walk naked in the Winter round the Market-place : But to 


forbear repetitions, by the ſame Laws of Lycurgus,men that 


would not marry, were to be deem'd infamors, and to have 
no reſpe& paid to them; conſonant to which is that Paſ- 
fage related by Plutarch of Dorcillidas, who coming into 
Priſon where there was a young man, who gave him no re- 
ſpeR, not even ſtirring from his place ; and being asked 
why he ſhewed him no reverence, ſeeing that he was a 
Man of honour, made the agus”. Reply, Becauſe he was 
wot the Father of a Son, who might hereafter do as much for 
bim, 

That Law of Solow's prohibiting Baſtards from relieving 
their Fathers, if in diſtreſs, was alſo a puniſhment of ſuch as 
had not the ſanfion of Marriage. Thus we ſee that the Au- 
thority of former Ages was bent againſt thoſe that were De- 
linguents to this great Injuftion of Marriage; how it became 
negleRted in theſe latter times, ſeems no otherwiſe accoun- 
table, than that it has the ſame fate with many other whol- 
ſome Laws, which the /niquity of theſe /ate Ages has wore 
out. 

The Third 7; opick is, that a promiſcuous liberty of Men 
and Women (tho 'twere bounded in Polygamy ) would hin- 
der the increaſe of Mankind. 

To 
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To mo this, 1fhall cake my [mag Alam, 
whoſe Creation wes, by thein hore ower, deligned 
x0 till the/Farah ; 20d x Sarah ade LO bo- 
licee, «hac-4he Diyine Wildom, whocould gar come 
There /in his leftevriens, if order 20 folblling fins 
Plealuse, would have giv'n Adaw tnore Wives than 
onc, if that would have contributed to a fpecdy re- 
pkaifhing of the World, ſuitably «> he Divioe 

A Mak iphy, and 
Ropteniſb the Barth. 


Command in this Reſpet, Inct 

But it may be Objeaed, That this is no more than 
a Conjecture, and the Reaſons (fay they) which 0. 
thers give of Adeaw's having but one H#ife, was up» 
on 4. Spirieual account, as Orthodox Dinugnes afſert 5 
to which | anſwer, That as 1 ſhall not conteſt with 
the Honourable Tribe of Levi, as to the Truth of 
that particular, yet does not this Conceſhan, exclude 
pe Qpinions in this matter ; for, /tis. the Sear@ios 
which God gives, that makes a thing Holy, or Un 
holy, not «wy thing 1h it feif; and no doubt ſince God 
feſt inſtituted ahd omen 'to be oze beſb, it 
hinders Spiritual Worſbip to add more Wives, than 
were _—_— inthe-Creation ; and on the contrary, 
*would donbtldis have been.an Q4facle to Devor ion, 
for Man to have enjoy'd but -one MH'ife, if God had 
appointed /wo 4n his firftloſticution of chat Rice : But 
to clole with my Argument, we may from Hiſtorical 
Collkettions, as well Sacred, as Modern, make out 
this third Hypotheſis. | 

To begin then. with the World, before the Flood, 
we had but ove Recorded to have two Wives, and 
that was Lewech , who lived not fo long by. more 
than an Hiwndred Tears, as thoſe of the borreft liv'd 
Ante-Dilzaoimns, which are nominated in the Serip- 


ture. 
D After 
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Aﬀer the general Delage to Eſav, we hear of no 


mote' than ove Wife, (though Abraham had Conce- 
tonce, burthe Genealogie in is caſe runs thus, Noh 
and his Sons, Nahbor, Abrabam, and'ſo down to Eſes.) 


We therefore come to Jacob, and he is the firſt men- 
tioned , that-multiplyed Wives with Concubines, of 
which the good Patriarch relates the forrowful EF- 
fets, in the Arnels of his- Pilgrimage to Pharach, Few 
and wil have the Days of «the Vears uy Pilgvievege 
been, and I have not attained unto the Days of the Tears 
of my Fathers, From all this 1 infer, that enjoyin 
of many Women ſhortned the Lives of Men, whic 
appear'd in Lemwech more thanin an Hundyed Tears ; 
and in Abrhim who: had Concdbtmes, who fell above 
Fbirty Tears ſhort of his Father Tere ;- and (o it conti- 
nued leſſening unto Jacob's complaint ; and through- 
out the whole Series of Sacred Story we may obſerve, 
that by how much Men: mdolg'd themſelves with Pu 
eality of, Women, by fo much chey abridg'd their N«- 
taral Tears, David brought his Computation to 
Threefeore and Ter, but Solomon's Seven Hundred Wives 
abbreviated the Account with him. 
| \Now as Polygamy debilitates:the Fathers, {0 it na- 
turally' creates a weak'-and infirm Iſve3 and' then, 
conſidering how few arrive to the Fears of Procreath 
on, and what a little ſpace of time the longeſt live in 
thole Countries, where excels of Women is admitted, 
and.comparing that with the regular, and'long Lives 
of Men in former Ages, 'twill chen appear that Poly- 
gamy, much more an unbounded Liberty of Women, 
hinders ths increaſe of Mankind : For "tis highly pro- 
bable, thar if the having of many Wives would have 
cantributed toa Reparation of the loſt Tribe of Ben. 
jamin,. when.they had'but Six Hundred Men ft, that 
they. would haye found a way for more Wives, than 
One 
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one for each of their Brethrex ; ſeeing that we are told, 
That all the Zribes of Iſrael were in a deep Conlulc 
how to raiſe up that deſtroyed Tribe. But to come to 
the preſent Age : The Indians of America are a preg- 
waxt Inſtence of this Truth , for acither -being under 
any reſtraint io this caſe, nor yet deſtroying the mott 
unnatural Iſſue, being the foadelt People: (perhaps in 
the World) of Children, and:accounting nothiag, bur 
Men, a 7res/are, yet thole Countries. whichiare ers 
tile, and. healthful to ghe Netrves, arc Thin of Pecr 


pie. | 4 


I will not trouble the Reader with more upan this 
Head, buy ocond > | amp par Eris That much of 
f of the Firſt Ages 1 poans of . Marriage, 
Hicable in theſe, K;ng dans. F Foodies 


Ia the purſuit whereof, Lihall got mentign che, Pe- 
nalties recorded either in Sacred, or Prophane. Szory, 
which have been Corporally.inflifted upon thoſe thas 
invaded a Matrimonial, or Virgin-Bed; but ſhall lay 
down that which may prevent either, by obliging all 
Men to a1Property in uptial Enjoyments, as well as 
they have in any other Tempora/ Poſſeſſion, which ſeems 
as reaſonable, as that which our, Lev cajoyas, in leb 
ſer Matters: For if a four Man comes into a Pariſb, 
and brings neither Su»ſtance, nor Trade, ihe Pariſh 
will have Secority, that he ſhall not be a Charge ro 
them : The {ame Reaſan is of equal force, as tohim 
that will-ngt Marry, only we mult iovert. the Mater 
of Fa, for the poor Man brings a Charge upon others, 
this Man ſaves it from himſelf, by a morſe way, inhin- 
dering the Growth agd Increaſe of the Communneelth. 
Now to prevent. that, Offexce, 1s the poor Min before 
mentioned ſo us'd, for that his beiag a Charze might 
D 2 dil- 


gt v 4 ' X 
di[able others, ro provide for their own Family, #nd 


by thee means the Commonwealth would be uted 
i irs Jacreaſe, 


Again, This Regfon ſeems equally extenfive to hirn 
that' will ot Merry, as to m—_— n ; for that the 
f/t hinders the Incteafe of the Commonweairh, pertaps 
;1 # three-fold xefpeft, whereas the ſeromd offends but 
IM oe 6f the #hree 3 but this Recoſant is not only Fark 
ry- m ##FF,- but p—_ x; Ins Tranſgreffion , ho 
beeps his Female Companion from Marriage alſo, and 
then his want of Poſterity is a Loſs to the Poor, whole 
Maintenance js' deriv'd from thoſe Employment, 
whieh they obtain from the- R/th, by 'whielr he be- 
cdificy highly dertgimental to'the tucreafe of the Com- 
monwealth ; which to prevent, does every Law inthefe 
Kingdoms tend. | | 

As for inftance, The _ of Feſt is virtoally 
ood 0 the LiF of the SubjeRt, as welf'as Mieyther, 
and' the ſarhe Reefor there is to make Laws to add ro 
oor Namwbers, as to,preſeyve thew. But to bring the 
Parallel nearer to the caſe in hand, by fhewing how 
'eis now praQticable to enforce Laws for Marriage; 2s 
'twas in former Ayrs, and under Hirthen Common+ 
wealths, adding fuch Refinements as are molt agree- 
«ble to a Chriſtian Government : And if regard be had 
to the preſent decay of theſe Kingdoms, pd ts rea» 


ſon to put this in execution, when we ſte by our Bf: 
of Mortality, that wore are carry'd to the Grave/than 
to the Font. Nor dves that Ayer fupply the Wants, 
which is commonly given, That all are nor brought 
to our Forts, though all be to the Grave; Nor have 
we 'an account of thoſe loſt «abroad, which 'tis to be 
fear'd exceed that addition to the For. 


But 
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Bur te purſue this Era; Tn Holy Wait we find no 
Law toenforce Aferr ages bur that of Brothers railing 
up of Sed. torheir Hfxc+ /ofr Brethren, which ts now 2» 
brogated by the more pure Law of rhe Goſpels, bur 
Preſidents there are many of the Care of Parents, to 

ovide Wives for their So»s, as that of Abrabaw for 

w Sor 1/ace, obliging his Serua? by a Solema Oath 
co-get him a Wife trom-his Kindred, and tho Efan ane 
ticiparet the prozifion of his Father 1/eec, yet both 
he, and the Mother iq ws in an early Sopedicionifee 
facob, to provide for himſelf, and ſo there are many 
Inſtances of the Care of Parenes in Seripture, of the 
like nature, all which amoune to a demonſtration, 
that rhere needed no Law to oblige it, fexing that of 
Natwe and Retigron prevail'd more eticttually inthe 
Duty of it, than any Law- did fiace that time; ir 
ſeems therefore nor only aſcful to make Laws in this 
Profligate Age, but of abſolute neccthity to entorce 
that by a Pexalty, which the Corruption or theſe 
Times have r:id6cs//4 and made obfolene. 

I ſhall therefore from thoſe of the Patriarch s come 
tothe Laws of Hearhens, and bring them down to the 
_— as to fhew, how tar they may be Hrediced/c 

wy. 


And tobegin with that of Three before-mention'd, 

k it not aspeſlible by Lew, to put it in the charge of 
(ftrares, ro make mfpettion into the Single Lives 

of thoſe withia their Jwr:/d:Tion, as it is now to en- 
quire into, and-to puniſh »ſclefs and ale Mew, which 
by our Laws are accounted Nuſancer 10 the Com- 
mon-wealkh ; and may not thoſe as juftly incur that 
anputerion, who: are culpable, not only in being «ſc- 
keſ+brt are probably Criminals in reveaging the Proper 
mes of other Men, or defacing the Forereſs of Yir- 
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If a Lycargos, or a Plato were now living to fee 
our Goverment refin'd from the Heathes Rubbiſh of 
their Inſtitutions, COS needs own, that the. 
light of Chriſtianity had wallow'd up their dimm Ti» 
pers of Natare, fo no doubr would be extreamly 
ſurpriz'd, that in ſuch an cnlighten'd World, its In- 
habitants ſhould be ſtupid in that of their greateſt 
moment; our Heads are taken up in the ſtudy of 
Arts, how to increaſe our Treaſure, but are poſleſt 
| with no Thoughts, how we ſhall provide Poſterity 

ro enzoy it, | | 
' - Another Law of the Heathens, that of Plato, That 
he who would not Merry by the Age of Thirty five, 
ſhould be puniſh'd in PAR and Credit, is as caſily 
enforc'd among us, as *tis by our own Conſtitutions 
to impoſe Fines on-a Man, who refuſes to ſerye his 
Country in Civil employments, or to give attendance 
on Coerts, cither of Evidence, or Jaror, when law- 
fully ſummon'd. It may indeed at firſt be thought- 
( as all new reftraints par a ſevere impoſition, to be 
debarr'd from the liberty of our forefathers, or to 
ſecure it by a Mul#; but if we conſider the ma- 
ny impoſitions of 1te years laid upon us; and thoſe 
by experience found ro be of ſignal advantage to the 
Kingdom, which could not well be preſerv*d without 

them, there may then, with as much profit to the 

Publick, and caſe tothe Nation, be pecuniary puniſh- 

»ents inflicted upon ſuch, who will not be conform- 
able.to ſuch Laws, as the Parliament ſhall think fitts, 
EnaQ in this caſe, as there is now to any other Finable 
Offences ; nor will this be thought more grievous, and 

foreign, than ſome other Laws of new Inſtitution 

among, us ; that perſon would perhaps have incurr'd 
ſome danger, who ſhould have propos'd an hundred 

years ago, that we ſhould pay aTaxuponever) Keere 
® 


of Beer which we Drizk, and that a ſcanda lows "4s, 
let ſhould have "power at any howr of the Night, 
without any Warrant, or Proceſs, þut that of his 
Pleaſure, to ſearchevery Room in the Houle, and if 
refus'd, ſevere Penalties to enſue ; yet this is both 
done, and found needful. 

Tis likely alſo, that he would have met with no 
better Entertainment, who ſhould have forexold that 
a time would come, wherein Men ſhould py Money 
for the Dead, if they were Bury'd with the Decency, 
and Ceremonies of their Fathers, and ſuch the Cru- 
elty, that a Woman ſhould be deny'd that, which 
Cu/tom had made almoſt Sacred among them, even 
Barial in their Wedding Shift, yet this we ſee became 
a Law of the beſt conſequence of any madein our Me. 
mwories, 

I preſume theſe Two Preſidents may ſerve toevince 
the Truth. of this Aſertion, namely, that there will 
be no more difficulty as to the introduftion of this, 
than of other Novels, which were not for well calcs- 
Lited for the Pablique Intereſt as this ſeems to be, be- 
ſides that, there can be no Law or Penalty for the 
breach of ir, which will-be countenanc'd by fomany 
Friends, and Votaries, as will attend a Matrer of this 
nature ; but that will come 1a more properly on. the 
Sixth Head. 

I ſhall name but one thing more to make out the 
PraQticableneſs of the Laws of former Ages in this of 
Oors, and that is, by conſidering thoſe private Injun- 
. Gions which are made by particular Boaies politick, and 
which have greater penalies annex'd to the breach of 
them, than will be in an Aﬀair of this publick ma- 
ment:; ſueh-are thoſe ot -Citres, and T owns Corporate, 
- where if a Man refuſe to-ſerve in any Office, he ſhall 
he. call'd unto, he is Fined according to. bis Qrality : 

many 


thany Hurdrediarc ſoin Lonipn, Yor tefaling the Of 
fire of Sher if, or Alderman, wnd thee Face we fee 
C_ ; Now 46 it nt realomabieto fuppaſe, char 

ſame, oran higher Conformity, :may, and ownhe 
robe given 19the Lavot a Aatien, which is c hott 
of a Private Society, 


I now cotne to the Fifeh Head, That the neghte&t 
of Moriage, ( it not timely prevened ) will occa» 
fion the deſtruMion-of 'theke Kingdoms. 


Procopicus gives the Cauſe of the Roman _— 
decay, to be the reverting of thoſe Lyws by Hons 
riw, and J«ftirren, which were formerly made for 
the encouragement of Marriaze, and of lawful ue. 

Upon which account, Hadrian was of Opinion, 
that he could not do enough to increaſe Marriages, 
for which he gave all the Encouragemems which he 
could invent, and was wont tofay, That be bad ra- 
ther have a Kingdom of Men than of Money ; the later 
he bountifully - to advance the former, con- 
trary to the prattice of Valexs, who when he had 
you Plantations to the Gorhs, and thereby thought 

imſelfſtrengrhen'd by the addirioral numbers of thoſe 
Strangers, of whom he made his Arwy, but thereby 
neglected his own People, and burthen'd each Man 
with an heavy Impoſition , to free him from the 
Wars, the conſequence whereof was, (as the Hiſto- 
ry relates it ) the Efeminating of the Romans, and 
the decay of their Common-wealth, the Laws of Mar- 
riag* m_ thereupon diſregarded, and the People 
diſcourag'd. 

But asto our own Cheb, and Experience inthe 
Reign of King James the Firft, they that will inquire 
into the condition of theſe K ivgdoms, will —_— 
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there were more Souls in Ex2/and at that time, then 
there are at this Dyyz nor will the common Reaton 
given for it (tho? a great part of the Caſe is, that 
Gave of our Kingdoms the Foreign Plant ations) an- 
ſwer th: 4 cty of our Namb:r:i; neither the Wars, 
wlihadd to our Foreign Loſs ; but the true Reaſon 
of our dwindyng away, is to be attributed to the 
negle& of the Material Fund of the Creation, a regu- 
lar Conjunftion of M-» and Women ; for unlawful Em- 
braces are not deſigned for, neither by thoſe that uſe 
them are they addmitted to, Procreation : And that 
which-adds to this General Bl:ft of the Fruit of the 
Bay, which this miſt of darkneſs diſperſes through- 
our the Nation, 1s, that the Aztidores which are us'd 
againſt Conception, are frequently. of that lafting 
Op:zration, and eff-& upon the Bodies of Females, as 
to prove ſo all their Lives after ; by which means, 
tho? the Women ſhould afterwards ſo reform, as to 
enter iato lawfu! Marriage, yet ſhe cannot be pro- 
htable ro the Common realth, but on the contrary, is 
nt only uſeleſs, as to her own individual Perſon, but 
r-nders the Max that Marries her, fo alſo. It a regu- 
lar Account were taken of ſuch as are Criminals in 
this particular (I am afraid) their Compuration 
might run Paraile/ with that of the ped in the 
G/pel, for they are many, and as conſidering them 
u ider that Cheray mult needs be grievous, and of- 
tenſive 20 all gaod Men, ſagnuſt ic Admriſter matter 
of great diiſatisfaQion to any thinking ſober Perſon 
to obſerve ſo deplorable a Wife in « Kingdom, en- 
titled ro the higheſt Priviledges of any in the Uni- 
verſe : Indeed "tis lamentable to think, - that where 
God has given us {ſo plentifutly the Fruits of the 
Ewrih, we (ſhould be fo wanting to our own Inte- 
r&ft, as todeny our ſclves the Fru:t of the W-mb to 
enjoy them, E With 
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With what Reſentment ſhould we perſue that Per- 
/on, who ſhould ule Arts to hinder the increaſe of our 
Flocks, and ſo keep waſte our Fields? may we not 
then by an higher Reaſon conclude, that the Lord of 
All is more. juſtly provoked to the higheſt Indigna- 
tion, againſt thole, who make his Creation deſolate, 
and waſte his heritage ? Weare careful gf our Heras, 
but count not their Hairs ; but to ſhew, that the Di- | 
vine Being is more Sollicitous for the preſervation of 
Mankind ; we are told that Ours are nembred, as if ( 
our Creator not only took Pleaſure in a numerous 
Stock of thoſe, whom. he made after his own Image, 
but even in the very Ndmber of their Heirs, one 
the moſt uſeleſs Excreſcences which appertains to hu- 
mane Naturez and that God is peculiarly concern'd 
in a fruitful Propagation of Mankind, is evidenc'd b 
infallible Authority ; wherein we are told, That his 
delight is in-the Children of Men, 

And a further Inftance of his great Pleaſtre, ' 
and SatisfaCtion herein, are thoſe numerous Promiſes, 
which adorn that Divine Command of increaſing and' 
multiplying, which has a greater varity of Tempo- 
ral Bleſſings annexed to, and entail'd upon it, then- 
is recorded of any other ſingle Inſtitution in the- 
whole Word of God :. Add to both theſe Conſidera- 
ons, that nothing is more agreeable to the ſenſitive 
part of Man, then this very InjunCtion, and yet ever 
to Aſtoniſhment prevarioged in theſe days, wherein: 
Men are ravenouſly catch at the drofy part, but de- 
ſpife the refined Mcrtle, of which, the Foxnder in- 
tends his Increaſe. 

Indeed it ſeems to threaten: the Univerſal deſtru. 
Qion of Mankind, or at leaft, that of theſe King- 
doms ; thus to invert the Laws both of -God and Na- 
twre, by deſtroying Poſterity, and to A as if we 
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were a Burthex to the Creation, and our ſelves. We 
are careful indeed (as is already hinted) to increaſe 
our Flocks, and Herds, but as for the Image of God, 
as our firſt Parents defaced it in themſelves, and their 
Poſterity by an AA which they were prohibited, ſo 
we would deſtroy his Image by forbearing what he 
has enjoyn'd. 

And to ſhew the Aggravation of our Crime, be- 
yond that of our firf Paremts; *Tis obſervable, that 
tho' Eve was firſt in the Tranſgreffion of that which 
was forbidden, yet Adam was firſt in the Shams: of 
the Offence, which mov*'d him to hide himſelf (if it had 
been poſſible) from the voice of God ; but we of this 
profligate Age AQ Diametrically contrary tothis, Mer 
are now the Tempters, and Women where they have 
not quite caſt off the Modeſty of their Natrre, bave 
neither that of their Bluſhes, but are firſt a/bamea 
of their Offence; and however, ſome of them arrive 
to that height of a prodigious Impudence, as to ex- 
ceed Men in the Arts of Debauchery, yet this may be 
ſaid, as well to extenuate theirs, as to aggravate the 
Impiety of the ſtronger Sex, that it muſt be acknow- 
ledged by all, That, Men are the firſt Invaders, and 
that ſtrip off the Yale of Modeſly, with which Yir- 
gins firſt appear in the World. 

It will ſcarce be believ'd, That upon the moſt in- 
different Computation that can be made, there are 
near one ba/f of the People of England which dic 
Single, and near a Third of thoſe, which by many 
Tears are not Merried (0 wy as they might, ſo that 
upon the whole, it may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that 
there might be Treble the Souls that their are in Eng- 
land, if a due Courſe was taken in this matrer. 

The General Complaint from Mea of all Quali- 


ties, t5, the decay of Trade, decreaſe of Rents, and want 
E of 
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of Employment for thoſe few Men which we have, 
the latter with unthinking Men is ground for them 
to believe, that our Nuzvbers are to0 great already ; 
but as we fce the Experience of other Countries, (o it 
would be here, the more Hands, the more Work, and 
the Reaſon why we want Employment for the few 
which we have, is, becauſe that we have no more, but 
then we muſt conſider a DiſtinCtion in th;s,and thatper- 
baps a material one,waich is, that our Genrry increaſe 
not in proportion to the labouring and Mechanick M-x, 

And *tis plain, That the neglect, and abuſe of Mr- 
riage lies molt among the Men of £»ality,and the Rich, 
who partly out of Debauch'd Price /ple; and partly, 
out of a Covetous Hamour forbear to Marry, whereas 
the Poor Jort have neither the Incentives of the firſt, 
nor Expettations by the latter. 

Now this decay of the Rrch, and increaſe of the 
Poor, ſeems the Reaſon why we want Employment 
for them ; and Rich Men ſpends Tin t1mes as much, 
as a Poor an, (o that had we more of the Rch, we 
ſhould want Hands to Feed and Cloath them 5 where- 
asnow our Haines over-run our Movtrhs, and that forces 
them to ſeek Employments abroad, which is ſuch a 
miſchief, as it might be thought, that a worſe gover- 
ned - lad 7. would not ſuffer, and altho' in 0- 
ther things the Moſcovites are Barbarous, and Ty- 
rannical ; yet in this Caſe may be thought to have 
more dtates-Crif; then we, by making it Death to 
leave that Kingdom without Lyzcex/e; , nay even the 
R,/»ared of thole that go way, ' ſulter for it, and tho? 
ſuch Rrgour be unchriſtian, yet we may lee the bene- 
nefit deſirable,and ſomething might be done here like 
it ; at leaſt, if we cannot hinder the Streams from run» 
10g our, yer we may take Care that the Head of the 
Fountains be kept open, and not truſt to Laxa- Floods, 
fich 
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ſuch I take Unlawfel Ine to be, they are no ſuch con- 
{tant ſupply to a Nation, as that which Marriaz« at- 
tords.. 

Now this defe& of Marriage, by how much it runs 
ia this manner among the Rh, it has by ſo much the 
more miſchievous EfeCts, ſeeing that their choice is 
the Poor Vans force: For theſe will not Merry, and 
therefore the L1bouring and M chanick cannot. M » 
of Fortunes and Eftxtes, are like Springs in Wia'ches, 
which if they be wanting, the Wheels ſtand (till: 

"Tis obſerv*d as a fore-runner of Deſtrution, where 
a State or Kingdom prow either ſo Rich, or Effemi- 
nite, as that they will not, or lo 16/», that they 
cannot, ſpare Armies of their own, to ofend their 
Enmics with; one of theſe reaſons ſeems to hold 
920d, in Relation to our M 7cenarics from abroatl,and 
not all to be attributed to the diſtruſt of our own 
Men: For, let Male-Contents hi's abroad what they 
will, there is not One in Twenty of the Commonalty that 
are diſ-att-Qted to their Preſent Mjrftre54 and I hope, 
as few among the Nob//iryan G:ntry ; but to teturn, 
how can this Kingdom prov:de Me» to {:cure them- 
ſelves, much leſs invade their Enemies, it we {ped 
out of the State, and have nothing in the Fiela, or 
Barn, our fate mult be unhappy, as 'twas with Car- 
. thage, when their ſtrength lay in M reenaries, 

How theſe Kingdoms can eicape that Misfortune, 
if we continue VUn-thrifts, in our fund of P:ſterity, is 
nor viſible toa diſcerniag Man. We muſt Prrf M-r, 
either for the Plough, or the $vord, or (which is 
worſe) ſubmit to our Ememies. Tud2ments ſeem to 
attend theſe Nations, for their fight of Increaſe, 25 
they did the 1/raclires, for Priding themſelves in their 
Multitudes, Drvid*s numbering the People, brought 
him tothe extremitics of a terrifying choice, and ours 

ot 
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of not regarding them, may involve us under thoſe 
Three Calamities, of which he had the liberty of lay- 
ing by 7wo, which we may juſtly fear, will be de- 
ny'dto us ; the Sin of Vain-Boaſting of Gods Bleſſings, 
being of leſſer aggravation, than that of de/priſong 
them. 

I might enumerate the many Miſchiefs which at- 
tend the*want of People, but they may be as well | 
underftood, by ſhewing the advantages that regular, 
and early Marriages bring to a Kingdom. 

In order whereunto, I proceed to the Sixth Head, 
under which I ſhall lay down the many Advanta- 
ges that will attend theſe Kingdoms, by obliging 
all Men from Twenty One Tears of Age, to Marry, 
or, in default, to pay a Mu/@ in proportion to their 
Fortunes. 

If *rwas the Opinion of that Heathen Politician, 
Plato, That the preat Work of the State, was, How 
to increaſe their Numbers, and the little Work, hon 
to govern them, that great Philoſopher ſeems in the 
right, as to the main ; and however, he might b 
the defet of his Heathen —— fail in both, 
yet there was ſomething of truth in each. , *Twill 
not be deny'd, but that the Foundation of all lies in 
the ffrength of the Pecple, and "tis as applicable to a 
Common-Wealth, as to a private Family; where the 
Buiver 15 full of them, they may meet the Enemy in 
the Gate. 

The 'eager purſuits of Heathens for the attainin 
of this end, were many. Plato 13 acute ance | 
(who was the great Maſter of Policy) had Two 
Laws of his own framing, wherewith to enforce 
Poſterity; as believing, That the Law of Nature was 
not ſufficient to oblige it. 
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One of his Inſtitutions, was, That, If any one Mar- 
ry'd an Heireſs, and had not Chilaren by her, that then 
the next of kin ſhould Murry her, that ſo their might 
mot want Iſſue. 

Another was agreeable to this,. that of raking of 
Toung Men from Old Women, and giving them Young 
Wives, by which they might have Children. 

L mention not this, for our Preſ#4:»t, but to fhew 
the Care, which worle Governments than ours had, 


of that, which we fo much »eg/e#; but I come to 


particulars, namely, What thole advantages are that 
wili.accrew to thele Kingdoms, by early and regular 
Marriages ; and that I may not fill up Paper with un- 
neceſſary ſtuff, ſhall bring my D#ſcourſe upon this 
Head, under theſe Seven particulars. 

Firſt, That Marriage is the only means to ftrenzthen 
the Kingdoms. 

Seconaly, That *cwill increaſe Arts and Iaduitry, 

p Thirdly, That *twill augment Treaſure 1n the King- 
om. 

Fourthly, That 'cwill leffen the Taxes. 

Fiſthly, That 'twill'prevent Diſesſes, and improve 
Health, 

Sixthly, That *ewill abate the profligate Lives and 
Converſation of Men, and introduce a $-ber, and well- 
diſpos'd Poſterity. 

Seventhly, 'Twill bring thele Kingdoms to a better 
Conformity and Obedience to the Law of God, mn 
matters of- Religion, and to a greater Contentednels 
and SubjeCtion to Government, 

Fir#, That tis the only means to ffrengrthis the 
Kingdom, and that the 7:rexſe of Hands to defend it, 
1s ſo, none will deny ; and 'tis as undoubred, that the 
mulriplying of /aw/«/ Iſſue can be promoted by no - 
other way, but by arvizge, which is the Mag azine 
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of Paſtir ty; when that is negleQted, the Srcres de- 
cay, and then the Common-Wealth can no longer de- 
tead ir ſelf from the flow, but certain hand of Time, 
which ſweeps all before ir. 

Now as Mzrrj+geproduces a ſtock for the Kingdom, 
ſo it brings in an healrthfull, and able body *d Poſterrey : 
The old Obſervation ot Ch:laren pot in hcat of Blood 
is now fallible, which ſhews hog this Age is become 
exceſ/ive in that Sim, the commornelſs whereof, bas as 
well degenerated the Boairs, as Souls of Men, andthoſe 
few living Monuments of their Folly, are uſually the 
Tranſcripts cf M. c-rated, andd.ſcalcd Bodies : Butthe 
Produtticn of a Lawtul Bed, is like Fra/t in due fea- 
ſon, compleated with the influences of Heaven, and 
ſuch a Pecple, and no other, are the true Walls and 
Bull varks of a Kingdom. 

Of this Opinion was M:rcws Calv, who when old, 
and his Wife dead, Married a Toxrg Maid, Daughter 
of Silenins, tho* he had been but his Clerk, notwith- 
ſtanding alſo, that *twas accounted a perpetual Re- 
fletion among the Romans, for the Nobles to inter- 
mix with the P/beiars, Now whilſt Marcus Calo 
was making the Marriage, his Son C/o, with a num- 
ber of Friends, cameto him, intreativg his Fath+r, to 
acquaint him, wherein he had offended him, in that 
he was pleaſed to bring ſuch a Srzep- Mother ipto his 
Houſe; to which the Father made anſwer, No my 
Son thou hoſt not cffended me, but I have always been 
pleas'd in what thou haſt donr, and find no cane to 6 mr 
plain of thee; b.t I do it, becauſe I difire to have many : 
Chil iren, to leave like thee, for the Service of the Come 
mmoy-Wealth; and it ſeems, that he thought none capa- 
citated for the Advancement of the Publick Intereſt of 
the State, but ſuch as were born in Lawf.1 Marri- 
age: For Tl :1:rch, tells us, that during the time of 
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his Wido»4o04 he accompanied with a Tounz Woman, 
till *twas oblerved in his Houſe, and then he was 
aſhamed of it, which he would not have been, if 
among us profeſſing Chriſtians, tho' worſe in that 
Sin than Heathens. 

We have another inſtance of the Herathens, how 
they were in their C/zzes, and Government, trength- 
_— by the proſperous effects of Marriage. © Plautarch 
* thus relates the Sory in the Life of Pyrrbus, that 
* when the City of Sparta was belicged by that Prince, 
© with defign to aſlan!t it the next Morning, the La- 
© cedemonians reſolved that Night to ſend away their 
© Wives, and Children into Crets, but the Wom:n 
* themſelves oppos'd the Decree, and one among the 
© reſt called Archidarix, went into the Senate Houle, 
* with aSword in her hand, ia the Name of all the 
* reſt ; and told them, That they did their Wives 
* orcat wrong, it they thought them fo Faint-hearted, 
*2a5to live atter Sp4ari« was deſtroyed, upon which 
© the Council determined their Stay, and the Wives, 
* and Daughters did that Night work at the Trenches, 
* ſending the Tovng Mes that were to Fight the nex7 
| * Morning to (lewp; and at break of. day, when the 

* Enemy began the Aſſault, the Homes fetched the 
* Weapons, and put them in the Young Mens hands, 
* delivering them the Trench ready made, and 
* praying them valiantly to keep, and defend it; tel- 
© ling them, how great a Glory it muſt be to over- 
come their Enermes, Fighting ia the fight of their 
s * Wives, and Country, and what Eternal Honour it 
© was to dic in the Arms of their Mothers, and Wives; 
* after that they had fought valiantly like honeſt Men 
© for their Country, and theſe Women did not only en» 
*couraze the Men in word:, but duriag the Fehr : 
ſtood by, afliſting them, and taking out of the Batr- 
* ze! ſuch as were wounded, by which means th:y re- 
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+ pulſed the Macedonians. Here we have an unparaf- 
I'd Example of that Force, which attends Conjug al 
Love, and how the Propriety a Wife has in her Hus- 
band, animates her even above her Sex in his Vindi- 
cation, and Defence, that great Law of our Creator 
being Eſtabliſhed (tho' inviſibly) in the Hearts of 
all Men living, that Woz:e» ſhuuld be a meet help for 
them, and *tis only the Doftrine of Hell, that fays, 
Fhey are a neceſſ+ ry Evi! they who uſe them as ſuch, 
may jultly tear the M:ſe M:s's Reſolution in this Caſe, 
that he 1s /ike + Prrd that haſteth to the Snare, and 
knows ni that it « [or his Life, 
Secondly, Marriage increaſes 1rts, and Induſtry, but 
2 baſe 1a: forces Nature, and coming into the World 
like Cr:mine/;, there is raicly that Care taken in 
their E.Jucation, as for the Children of a lawful Bed : 
Thoſe oth the Law of God, and Man obligeth to pro- 
vide for, and are accounted as weil the Riches, as 
the Honour of Parents, but the other coming (as al- 
rea'y ſaid) like Offenders into the World, are conli- 
dered as Such, a competent * Maintenance they muſt 
neceſſarily be allow'd, but that, which rheir Proges- 
nitors are aſham'a of; they do not uluaily adorn, 
which Uſhers into my Memory, a paſiage not many 
years ſince of a Per/on of &-a/iry, who had no law- 
ful Ifue ; a baſe Son, ſhe had, whom by W:/l ic had cons 
ſtituted his Heir, but a Reverend Divine coming to 
him, asked his Lordſhip , how he had ſerled his Eſtate, 
he anſwered, upon the Perſon before-mentioned : 
The Divine reply'd, My Lora, Tcan Adminiſter no 
Comfort to-your Lordſhip + if you die with this Sin, 
"cis time, ſince that you have been the Inſtrument of 
bringing him into the World, you muſt tnake ſome 
Proviſion for him in it, but ſo as it may rather be a 
Mark of Penirence, than Contumacy ; you mult not 
Deck your Sin with Garlands, &c, And upon this 
Niſcourſe the Lord altered his Settlement, and lefr 
it 
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it to his next of Blood ; Pardon this Digreſ5on, I ſhall 
return, and only add, That as the Numbers of Chil- 
dren increaſe 110 a Commonwealth, (0 will their Parents, 
and their wn Indulitry be ſet on the Rack of Inven- 
tion how to purſue, and improve Arts, 

The common Proverb is true, That NVeceſ/ity is the 
Mother of Invention, and where there a Crowds, 
there will be both, to put Men upon finding out ways 
to get a Living; we ce it near home among the 
D ::h, where ic ſeems unaccountable, how thole 
Throng' of all Nations find a Living; and yet ſcarce 
one of a 7houſand without Emp/»yments, nor a Begger 
among them, 

That Bleſſing of the Seed of Abraham being there 
fulfld with, not 'a Begger in Iſrael, and we might 
expeCt the ſame to be derived upon our ſelves, were 
our Sryeers filld with Children of the Marriage Bed. 
The Law of the Land, is often found to be of greater 
prevalence with Men, than thole which are imprel(- 
ſed with a Divize Authority, and might therefore 0- 
blige that ConjunQion, which would produce a good 
efe& in this Matter ; ſeeing that the very Diftates of 
Nature influence irrational Creatures, ſo far as ropro- 
vide for their Young, till they are capable of doing it 
themſelves, much more then will humans Aﬀe:Hon 
bring forth a provident Care in Parents to place their 
Children in a way for their fucure Support, but this 
extends not toan 1//ryitimate Off ſpring they are uſu- 
ally leſt like the Forgotten Seed of the Oſtrich in the 
Rubbiſh of the Deſert, and as ſc, are often Tro{den 
under Feet, by the unconcerned Traveller in this World. 
Thus I prove that Marriage fill; a Kinzdon, and that 
Number enforce Arts and Induſtry, 

Thirdly, it will augment the Treaſure of the King» 
dom, as Rm increaſe Arts, fo Arts increife Ryv- 
ches; Men are not like Beaſts, that enly /:+4 rhem- 
ſelves, but every hand (like the Bee,) brinzs Honey 
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to the Hive, and if we fail, *ris becauſe we take not 
Inſtrution from the excellent Diicipline of that lit- 
tle Creature, whole Government drives out Drozes : 
*Fwas a remarkable Law of Solonr's, 7 bat the CHMld 
who was not by the Father, bred up to-ſowe Trade, ſhould 
not relieve him, if in Aze, he fell into Poverty. That 
Kingdom which isthin of Inhabitants, may be com- 
par d tv a Common, where the Srope being large, i- 
dulges improvidence, and ſo frequently becomes a 
prejudice to the Poor, in ſtarving the B:«ff which they 
expetto Feed without Charge: And fo *tis with Pa- 
rents, Who ſecing but ſmall numbers of Men, think, 
that there is room ſufficient for the'r Children to 
ramble out a Living; but where the Fields are full, 
and all incloled, Induſtry. can enly pick out a ſtand- 
ing, and that muſt be improv'd to the Common 
Good, and fo add to the ſtock of the Kingdom. 
Among other publick Advantages, to which M:r- 
riece i510 conducible, we may add the Blcefiing of 
the 7ribe of Let i, namely, that of the increaſe of 
their Rights. That vulgar, but yet certain Maxim, 
If 3eu-will grow Rich, pay your Tythes, is equallyappli- 
cable toa Kingdom ingeneral, as well as to a private 
Family, and it ever theſe Nations become opulent, and ' 
jamous in the World, the Clergy muſt partake of the 
increaſe of our Basket, and our Store. *Tis matter of 
Griet toall good Men, to ſee in many parts of the 
Kingdom, what mean Proviſion is made for them, 
whole Poverty leſſens their Authority with the Peo- 
ple, and with too many creates a diſeſteem of their 
Function, as well as Poſ-ns, if not an abfolute 
Contempt: Now, that the Embaſſadors of Heaven 
ihould lye uncer ſuch deplorable circumſtances among; 
CLriſtians, 18 infinitely the reproach of our Holy Pro- 
teſtion : for however ſome of themare pleas'd, out of 
Modeſty to diſtinguiſh themſelves in their Palprrs, by 
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the name of Inferior Clergy;yetIamſure that weought - 


toeſteem them our Sapeyiors, and to wiſh that they 
were {o too, in ſome proportion as to their Tem. 


porals; there is no way (which 1 know of / that is 


ſo cert2in, and eaſy to have this efeed, as cncou- 
raging of Marriage, which, if purſu'd, as it might 
be, there are few Pariſhes in the Connmry, bur. that 
may rationally be-ſuppos'd to doxble in 7ienty years 
time, what-they now make to the Church, and this 
way of advancing Churcb-Livinzs, could be no occa- 
fion of Envy, or complaint to any Perſon. . But [ 
deſit from proſecuting this any farther, and return. to - 
my former Argument. as to the advantages which ' 
ammbers of Peopie bring to a Narion, and that is ſtill 

tlie more evident, by coalidering, that where there 

are Meltituaes, rhere will be alſo many examples of 
Indyftry, and conſequently, there will be the effect of 
both, which is Riches, and Fnoxr, and which will 

raiſe an Emulation in ſome, and an Ambition- in 

others to be like, or excced their Neighbours, and 

if the wifelt of Ven tc's us, that vnier the J-mi(þ 
Common-wealth, the prov Dime washate d of his Neighbor; 
we cannot expect better Entertainment among Chr/- 


/ians, than to have {uch allo deſpry/d among us. Now 


Contempr is more provokiag than Hatred, ſince that 
cne is the Lot of the moſt miſerable, proclaimed by 
the Mu'titudes, when. the other is but the particular 
whiſpers of Envy againft & perzors, and therefore will 
juſtly excite D.ligence, and an indiſtrivus Care in 
the poor Man, to advance humlei{ above the gener21 
diſcfteem of the World. 

Fenrthly, As it wili increaſe the Tr-a/are, ſoit will 
leſſen the 7ax*s upon particular Perſons. It may rea* 
ſonably be imagined, (as alrezdy hinted, ) That few 
Tears will doable the Tnhabitants, if Mirriize were ens + 
zoyn'd ; and conſequently that which ce bearsnpw 4 | 
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the charge, would be horn by #27; And yet though 
the $46j-& be lightned, the King's Coffers will be fill'd 
by r!:o great increaſe of the Cuttoms and Exciſe ; For 
Multicudes of Haxay bred up in Arr, and Employ- 
meits, ars in cleft ig many Labourer: in the Reves» 
ne, every one bringing in ſomething to rhe Common 
Sr:6%, and all 8ddipg to the King's Intrado A Single 
Perſon's Conlumprian of the Native Growth and Mas 
nulafories of the Kingdom, is little, if compared to 
that of a I fe, Children and Servants ; and there is 
nathing which they wear, or eat, but pays a Tributg 
torho Revenue, That Treaſure which is i-ck'4 ap in 
the Cor of one Man, is a Talent wrapt w 17 & Naepliim, 
þijt hen dilperied for the Proviſion of a Family, js 
like that of the /a vfh! Servant, returu'd with : cw ne 


fold Ingreafe, Thoſe employed in Mectavical Arts 


will tell u;, what Numbers may be epiniuyed, and 
whet Profit may accrew to the Publick by the a!yancs 
of a 7 boatgud Ponedr in Caſh among 4/4094; What 
"Ey is it then,thar 1h many Hundred Thryſands ſhould, 
like the great Mogl's 7reaſure, be Incloled jn Walls 
by ſuch #s contribute go more ta the Commonwealth, 
than be that return'd to his complaining Neighbour, 
who had a numerous Family, and no Morey to ſup» 
pare them, a6d told him, / 444 Ced never [ent Months, 
tet be ſent Al'4t To which the poor Man reply'd, 
Tyne; but Gas bas ſons all the Mew to your Houſe, and 
fl the M- thr 18 219, 'Twere to be wiſh'd that tho 
KK: Mu of the World did more conſider their Stew. 
ard/bipr, which if they did, they could not but re» 
neraber, That Wolth is not a Simeht Property, but der 
tigw'd for thely FelleweScruants j which if they could 


- be laduced to believe, 8nd conſtguently that they were 


bound to diſperſe it, they would rather deſign a Po- 
/terity of thety own to receive their Maſter! Bounty, 
ran have It forc'd from them by Strangers; for how. 
£\'or, they may deludo themſelves, the dury is _ 
an 
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and poſitive in this cafe, that 'a4 their own Hand* 


and not thoſe of their Ex-ertorr, wh:c') onght to difs 
ſe thoſe Proviſions with which they have been en« 


truſted by Providence 4 and were this done, Mer 


would either by themſelves, of others, incteaſs a nu- 
merous Poſterity in the World, which is a :1ore laſt» 
ing Monument than Heſpitalsy, and Amr- *louſ-s, 

There is a memorable Uſage in ſorne parts of Fags 
land, where the ManufaQories are mot conſiderable, 
as to the proviſion made by them for the Poor of cac!r 
Pariſh, in the Management whereof they. make this 
diſtinQtion, That where a poor Man has many Chil/vew, 
he is not allow'd to be in the Perry's Book, becauſe thay 
conclude that the Chi/dren are by their Work 2blec-to 
maintain the Fathey ; contrary to the praftice vi moth 
places, where they conſider the Parents che mure for 
their Numerous Family ; and that ſhews the defet of 
not obliging all Haxds to Imployment ; for where that 
courſe is taken, there we ſee Children no Charge, as in 
the caſe before us, for there they keep them from /#ve 
Years of Age in ſome Imployment, or other, which 
the Church-Wardens take care to ſee done in their Res 
ſpettve Pariſhes, 

I ſhall name but two things more by which Mirrt« 
age eaſes the Kingdom in its 7axesr, 

Firſt, It does ſo by abating a Charge which is too 
common, of Par:ſbes being put tothe Expence of main» 
taining Chilaren left at Deors ; there will not be ſuch 
frequent Wind-fills as now, when Ma'ds will have as 
many lawful Addreſſes tor Marriage, as they have for 
that which hinders it. 

Secondly, *Twill leſſen our Publick Charye, in ſaving 
the Expence, which this Kingdom is expos'd to in ſend- 
ing out of Money to fetch, and maintain Foreien Fors 
ces, which is too plain a demonſtration of our impro-- 
vidence, in >n Aﬀair of the higheſt conſequence, it 


ſeems, as it wich the Servans under the Lear, we re-- 


folv'd 
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"{dli?d to continue ſo for ever, when we employthe 
Produce of our Labowrs to increaſe other Kingdoms, 
and at the ſame time neglect it in our own, but we 
might eaſily remedy this inconvenience,tf our Streets 
had the Bleſſing of the + nana: Mex leaning on the 
Staff, and our Children filing them. 

Fifthly, Marriage will prevent Diſeaſes, and im- 
prove Health: I need not ſpend time to prove this, | 
which our Bills of Mortality are too great an Inſtance 
of ; They that pleaſe toconlider them, will-ſee how 
like the P-f#:/ence that walks in darkneſs, that Diſeaſe 
which we diſguiſe under the name of Conſumption, 
{weeps away [houſands, and how our Votaries to Ve. 
mus are Macerated, they that walk the Szreets, mult 
needs obſerve, 

If we compare our Engliſh Bodies (which in for- 
mer Apes were inferior to few in Ezrope) with the 
more Temperate Suede, and Germans, | mean, not as 
to Bacchus ) the difference will be too apparent, in re- 
latioa to what advantagesa Married in preterence tog/ 
a Single Life, produces. The Firſt, like the Sober Tra- 
veller , keeps a regu)ar pace, and ſo ſpends the more 
time in his Journey, and preſerves his Healthy#he 
later rides Poſt, which brings-him ſooner to his Jour- 
nies end, and that with at:g Boxes, The Health 
and Temperature of the Body, when under the Con- 
.duCt of a (traying Lover, is like to an Eſtate in the 
hands of a Prodigal, open to the attempts of every 
Harpye , for our extravagance is one day at the Court 
of Bacch«s, and the next at that of YVenw, where he 
can be no Favourite, if he comes with any reſerve, 
and as his Conv:rſe meets with none to prelerve him, 
ſo neither whenhe falls is there any to pity kim 3 But 
*tis otherwiſe with the Married man, whole Houſe 
furniſhes him with ſafer Delights, and kis Wife and 
Children are as well a Gus to him, as he the in- 
ftrument of their preſervation. 
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Sixthly, Marriage will abate the profligate Lives 
and Converſation of men: He who was the greatelt 
Maſter of Nature, and higheſt Tranſgreſſour, gives 
that Charafter, which ſhews thoſe to be bewitching 
Syrenes, who deſtroy the unhappy Man, by whoſe ar- 
tificial Inchantments he is ſo miſerably infatuated, as 
ſottiſhly to affirm, That Srellen Waters are ſweet ; but 
he knoweth not that the Dead are there, and that her 


Gueſts are in the Depths of Hell. Againſt which the + 


fame Authour preſcribes this excellent Antidote: _ Re- 
joice with the wife of thy Touth. Such as doe fo, are 
armed againſt the Aſſults of lewd Debauches : The 
worlſt of Men revere Yertue in thoſe they love, though 
they run retrograde themſelves. Now he that marries 
es that his choice, which is eſteemed by the beſt 
Men. That which recommends a M/s is odious in a 
Wife; and we rarely find a Man fo bad as to diſtaſte 
his Wife for her Yertze: and 'twill then follow, that 
ſhe muſt needs have ſome influence over him, either 
to reform or at leaſt to abate a wild and unbridled Dif- 
poſition. 
There ſeems to be a Spiritual, as well as a Natural 


| Bleſſing m Marriage; for though the Nature of Man is 


ſo depraved, that in all its choice of Things in this 
World, he makes Vertue the leaſt Ingredient ; fo that 
in Honours, Riches, Power, Friends, and all the reſt 
of the World's Inventory, Yertze makes not always a 
Figure; yet in the choice of a Wife 'tis the prime Mo- 
tive. Is ſhe fair, rich, witty, and not vertuons > Nei- 
ther the Wiſe nor the Rich Man will make her his 
Choice: So then however, though he may not be a 
Poſſcſſour of thoſe Graces himſelf, which at the good 
Man; yet having them in a Wife, they may, by her 
Example and Perſuaſion, reſtrain that Tendency which 
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ill Converſation often infeqs men with, and by this 
way a bclieving, that is, a verimons Wife may ( as the 
Apoſtle exprefieth it in that of Children )- ſautife, 
or at leaſt civilize an Husband, 

And as Marriage abates the Irregular Lives of Men, 
ſo it produces a ſober, and well-diſpoſed Peſterity : 
Common Obſervation evinces the Truth of this; for 
we may obll{crve it to be the . Mothers firſt Care and 
Work to give the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity to their 
Children ; the next Food from the Breaſt their Ambi- 
tion to fecd the Child with is ſpiritzal, and as ſoon 
teach them to fay, Our Father, as to call on their »a- 
tural one, How often do we ſee Mothers vie with 
their Neighbours in the /nfant Divinity of their Chil- 
dren, in which they have not only the Praiſe of Men, 
but the Encouragement of a ſacred Promiſe, wiz. Teach 
thy Child when he 1s young, aud he will not forget it 
when be is old. 

The 7eſtimony of that great King, which he gives of 
his Mother's Inſtruction, is very remarkable in Scri- 
pture, for his illuſtrating it with the Title of a Pre» 
phecy, which runs thus: The words of King Lemuel , 
the Prophecy, that his Mother taught bim; What, my 
Sonu! and what, the Sou of my Womb! and what, the 
Son of my Vows / Applicable enough to this Diſcourſe 
in the following Advice, Give net thy Strength unto 8 
IVoman. 

And as we have Sacred Hiſtory for our Authority 
in this of the Mothers Prattice; fa want we not Pro- 
tane, and may learn even from Hearhes Inſtitution, 
and Cuſtoms, the Advantage of a Matrimonial Educa- 
tion, as to which I ſhall not trouble the Reader with 
more than two or three Inſtances. 
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Firſt, Among the Ancient Romans, that of Quintili- 
an's complaining, when they began to degenerate from 
that Education which their Anceſtours uſed to their 
Children, who ſays, That 'twar nor ſo, when they took 
care that the Children born in lawfull Matrimony, were 
not brought up with hired Nurſes abroad in the Houſes, 
But in the Mother s Boſome , whoſe Flonour conſiſted in 
her keeping the Houſe, and booking to her Children : 
They choſe ſome Woman of their Kindred , who was 
well advanc'd in years, and of an approved and vertu- 
ous Converſation, to whoſe Government, under that 
of the Mother , were the Children committed; who 
took care that not an ill or laſcivious word ſhould be 
ſpoke in the hearing of the Children, and that no looſe 
or unlawfull Exercites ſhould be uſed by them in their 
Sports and Recreations, Thus far went Quintilian, 
from which I ſhall only remark the Diſtintion which 
the Heathens made between wvertuous and illegitimate 
Ive ; for he tells us, that all this Care taken for the 
Education of Children, extended only to ſuch as were 
born in lawfull Matrimony. *Tis noted in Story , as 
the Foundation of thoſe great things done by Julizs 
Ceſar, and Avug»/tus, that their ſeveral Mothers were 
their early Tutors in Yertxe and good Behaviour ; and 
by uſing them to their own Converſation, kept them 
from hearing of idle, fabulous, and effeminate Srories, 
which poiſon the tender Souls of Children: And C+ 
cero gives Reaſons why tis the Duty of Mothers to be 
watchful in this particular, that ſo they may be (1 
mean the Children) fit for Service: For, ſays he, we 
get Children not for our ſelves alowe, but for our Coun> 
rrey , that they may not only be delightfull to us, but 
ſerviceable to the Commonwealth. 


G 2 In 


43 


44 


Marriazgt Promoted. 


In Sparta the Children were educated by the Anci- 
ent People of the City, even the = were not admit- 
ted to any Recreation, but where ſome of the greateſt 
Men were to be preſent, to keep them in Awe, that 
no lewd or vitious Exerciſe might be among them; all 
which ſhews, that //cathen Governments, as well as 
Chriſtian, provided for the Eſtabliſhing of their Pofte- 
rity by regular Marriages, and thoſe produced a ſober 
Iue, improv'd by vertuous Education. 

Seventhly, Marriage will bring theſe Kingdoms to 
Unity with one another, to Obedience unto the Laws 
of God, and Subjetion to the Laws of the Land, 
whereas a looſe and ſingle Life lies in danger of Tranſ- 
oreſſing all of them. For the Diiturbers of Govern- 
ment are uſually thoſe who decry Marriage among 
themſelves, and invade it in others. Thele are the 
Sanballats, and the Tobiahs, who would deſtroy the 
City of God, and-reproach the Builders ; for fo they 
are that increaſe the Church by a Peferity derived 
from the Ordinance of God in lawfull Marriage. Now 
if we look into the Aﬀflictions of the Church of God, 
we ſhall find that both under the Law and under the 
Goſpel, men of ſingle, but profligate Lives, have been 
notorious as to invading its hay and religious Inſtitu- 
tions, and accordingly twas aftirm'd to be the Opinion 
of the Jewiſh Rabbies, that Ba/aam adviſed the Midia- 
nites to tempt the Children of //rae! with their Whore» 
doms in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cosb4, 
a Daughter of a Prince of Midian: Now thoſe that 
were molt in the Tranſgreſlion are thought to be fiu- 
gle men, and ſo were they judged to be who forced 
the Levites Concubine, whom the Scripture calls cer- 
tain Sons of Belial; and the Reaſon why they are 
thought to have been unmarried 1s, for that the Jews 
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were ſtricter, and their Laws more penal again(t war- 
ried than fing/e Perſons, tranſgreſſing upon this 


Account. 
And as this troubled the Church under the Law, fo 


did it after the Promulgation of the Goſpel, the Apoſtle. 


finding it among his Corinthians, whom he reproves 
in theſe Words ; /t is reported commonly, that there is 
Fornication among you, and ſuch Fornication as is not ſo 
much as named among the Gentiles, that one ſhould have 
his Father's Wife ; and the Sentence which he pro- 
nounces in this Caſe, is to give ſuch an one to Satan. 

But to bring this nearer Home, we may now weep 
out this Saying of the //raeliriſh Woman, as was once 
ſung on a better Occaſion, Our Enemies to Marriage 
have ſlain their Ten Thouſands, where other Enemies 
of the Church have ſlain their Thouſands. For Here- 
ticksand Schiſmaticks have not, by much, ſo weakned 
the Church, as profane and lewd Perſons. 

The firſt Broachers of Schiſms are Men of Lear- 
ning, and they are butfew, and ble(led be God, they 
are exceeded as well in Number as Learning, by pious 
Oppoſers. 

Hereticks meet not with ſuch Zegions to follow 
them, as the Protane and Libertines do, who have a 
Title to the Name, as they have to the Poſleſlion of 
Swiniſh L«fFs, and fo may be called Legions. 

But as to this CharadFer, I would not be underſtood 
in general, ſo as to include all forts of Perſons ; there 
are many (no doubt) of great Eminence, and thoſe of 
Eſteem among all Ranks of Men, who make a vertuous 
Choice of a /ng/e Life : Neither will I intrude upon 
thoſe of the ſacred Funttion, fo as to reſtrain them 
within the compals of this Diſcourſe : For although 1 


cannot but diſſent from the Church of Rome, in her in- 
diſpenſable 
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diſpenſable injunQions of Ce/ibacy to her Clergy, which 
not ſeldom becomes a Snare to fach as would live con- 
tinently in a Matrimonial State ; ſo on the other hand, 
I muſt needs commend the pious Practice of ſome Men 
in our Church, who eſpouſe a ſingle Lite, to avoid the 
Incumbrances of the World, the more immediately to 
apply themſelves toa better diſcharging the Duties of 
their Profeſſion. This Caſe then not reaching our pre- 
ſent Deſign,which is purely Political, and Moral, I ſhall 
not preſume to determine it, eitner one way or other, 
by bringing it under any reſtriction ; but rather leave 
it arbitrary and indifferent as I found it, and ſhall di- 
red my Diſcourſe to the Laity only, among whom 
ſuch as are mov'd, by Devotion, to live fingly, will 
not be unwilling to contribute their reſpeftive ſhares, 
towards the Encouragement of ſo National an Advan- 
tage, as is that of Marriage, though they cannot con- 
form to it themſelves; and as to the profligate Party, 
who not only look upon that, but upon all the Laws of 
Religion, and Morality as Shackles to their Liberty, "tis 
fit that they ſhould be brought under ſome Rules, as 
well for their particular Reformation, as for the gene- 
ral Intereſt of the Kingdom ; and this brings me to what 
I propoſed, That Marriage will retorm the Miſchiefs 
of the Debauch'd, and bring theſe Nations to a regu- 
lar and quiet Temper : For a Family is the Epitome of 
a Kingdom, and it naturally reſolves into a Govern- 
ment, which cannot ſubſift without Rules and Order ; 
ſo that even the extravagant, who, like the Bea#? of 
Prey, raffles and delights in Difarder Abroad, will 
take Pleaſure to be quiet in his Dewn ; he makes a Tu- 
mult in a Tavers, but will not endure it in his Houſe; 
and fo far at leaſt Marriage will reform him, as to ſet 
him ſometimes in order, whereas when he is at large, 
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his Time is alway taken up with Companions of Noiſe : 
But the Advantage of a Conjugal State is yet more 
than this,, the Converſe of a vertwous Wife may, and 
oftentimes does take oft the unwarrantable Delights of 
a /ingle and debauch'd Converſation. 

And as Marriage does all this, fo it goes farther, by 
leading a Man to conſider, that there can be no Aſſu- 
rance, no nor pretence of Obedience from a Wife, 
Children, or Servants, but under the protection of the 
Government we live under ; fo that, perhaps, he that 
was before an Enemy to Authority, is now, by becoming 
a Party (as that he will have in his Family will make 
him to be) a Convert to that in the State, which he 
expects to be Maſter of in his Houſe. 

Farther, as this makes hima Proſelyteto the Pablick 
Laws, and Magiſtracy of a Kingdom, ſoit initiates him 
into the Society of a ſober Neighbourhood, and Rela» 
tions, Which, by degrees, wean him from his mif-led 
Companions , Whereof there are numerous Examples 
in the World ; after this comes a Delight in his Ch4l- 
dren, which brings a prudent Care of providing for 
them, though not ſuch a S/avery as ſome would make 
them believe, who are bred up to nothing, but like 
Birds of Prey, always upon the Wing to catch the in» 
creaſe of others honeſt Induſtry. 

But he that is throughly converſant in the warranta- 
ble Afairs of a provident Eife, will find them a Recrea» 
tion, if compared to the intemperate Waſtes of thar, 
which Men of Pleafure call the Enjoyments of this 
World : And here 1 leavethe reformed Man in the true 
Poſſeflion of ſecs/ar Enjoyments ; which being nightly 
employed, help him forward to greater, to thoſe whic 
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But that which would moſt conduce to a Reforma- 
tion by Marriage, muſt be preventing of that growth 
of Debauchery before-mentioned ; and that by taking 
up in the way the Youth in the Kingdoms, by an ear- 
ly Marriage, before they become of that Society, who 
leave the Paths of Uprightneſs. 

'Tis eaſier to prevent than retrieve a Miſchief ; and 
in tranſgreſſing with Women, if we believe the wiſe/t of 
Men, he tells us, that none who go unto her return a« 
gain ; that is, few do, if they have drank deep of thoſe 
ſtollen Waters : The fame Author adviſes the young 
Man to rejoice in the Wife of his Youth : They who 
doe fo, arc in Armour of Proof ; they are incompaſicd 
with Was of Love, than which no Fortification is 
ſtronger, or-more impregnable ; an ample Teſtimony 
whereof Yves gives us in his Book of a Chriſtian We- 
man, ſo agreeable to this Subje, that I ſhall here rc- 
late it at large. 

I nou, | (fays he,) that I heard it reported 
when / was a Boy, that in a City of Spain the young 
Men abounding in Wealth, gave themſelves up to Re» 
creations, Plays, Games, Dancings, Feaſtings, Muſick, 
Idleneſs, and Love, which took them off from all noble, 
and honourable Studies, and Exerciſe, to the great 
grief of the ancient Men of rhe City, who fore-law ſuch 
Courſes would bring their City to Ruine, and their State 
to Deſtruttion: This Confieleration put the Senators 
upon divers ways, to preſerve their City from the Miſ- 
y cs they ſo juſtly feared ; and after ſeveral Con 
ſults, came at laſt to this, That they obſerving the young 
Men were ſo much led by their Wives, they reſolved the 
old Men ſhould acquaint their Daughters with the Dax« 
ger which their City was in, by the looſe and voluptuous 
Lives of their Husbands ; and that if a ſpeedy Change 
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was not wrought upon them, their City and State would 
come to Reine ; the old Men, who now ſupported the Go- 
verument, could not live long ; and then they (ſpeaking 
to their Daughters) who now lived in all the Aﬀinence of 
Spain, would be Slaves to their Enemies, or Beggars 
among their Friends ; they therefore adviſed them to 
be conſtant in their Perſuafions to their Husbands, ro 
leave off their Feaſtings, Games, Plays, &c. which they 
might prevail in, if they refus d to go to ſuch Diver tons 
themſelves ; but if they were forced ts them, then to 
frown upon the Players, Feaſters, and Gameſters, and 
to turn their Backs upon them, and only ſhew Reſpedt 
to the Grave, Sober, and Wiſe, telling their Husbands, 
it was only ſuch who could preſerve their City and State 
from Deſtruttion ; and that thoſe Gameſters, aud Mex 
of Pleaſures, were the Diſhonour and Shame of their 
e: This Advice was given by the old Men, and ſo 
well put in Force by the young Ladies, that in a ſbort 
time the City was the moſt famed of any in Spain, for 
the Government of it by the young Men, wbo in al 
things exceeded their Anceftors: Thus far Fives. 
Which to bring home, ſhews the Advantage which 
Marriage has on Youth : Had theſe young Men been 
in the Embraces of Harlots, the Senators of the Cit 
could not have had that Influence over them, whic 
they had upon their Daxghters; nor would it have 
been for the /zteref# of lewd Women, to have abated 
their ri0tous Living, which is the only Fewel to main- 
tain unlawful Flames. 
[The fame we may ſee every Day among us ; 'tis 
ſuch as fet no Bounds to their L»/ſts, who are extrava- 
gant in their Expence. 
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Now if our Towng Men were incloſed by early and 
lawful Love, then they would be under the Conduct 
of Grave and Regular Men; for though their Conſe! 
may ſound rough trom an hoary Throat to Toung Mex, 
vet a Daughter has uſually a tenderneſs to a Father, 
that receives with Aﬀection his Advice, and that from 
her may be accepted as the woice of a Nightingale, 
which perhaps before was as ungrateful as the croaking 
of a Raven: But to fave Words, if the Temptations 
of ill Women fo prevail, to the prevaricating of Men, 
it ſeems the beſt Antitede to uſe the fame in a vertuous 
way. The Yirgin-Gentleman may then anſwer the 
Syrene, that he has made a Prior Aſſignation, and 
then the muſt be ſo Covrtly as not to intrude, nor 
ever will, where the finds /77tve ſtanding in the way; 
and as this will baniſh Female Temptations, fo will it 
expoſe to publick ſhame, and reproach, thoſe few Yo- 
taries to Venus, The time has been, when in theſe 
Kingdoms, that $7» appeared like a Monſter, rare, and 
atfrighting to the People, then we had ten Lamen- 
tations for loſs of Love in Yertuous Purſnits, for one 
Martyr to unlawful Embraces; whereas now we have 
juſt the contrary, their Numbers are ſuch, that they 
muſt be treated (as indeed they are) like a Foreige 
Enemy, not an homebred Zraytor ; but if that o/d 
faſhion of Wroes were renewed, the modiſh Man of 
Love would be ſo ſingular, that he muſt, if but to ſuir 
the general Zumonr, have a Wiſe, and then by cons 
ſequence muſt, at leaſt, in outward Conformity, be 
demeanable to the Laws of God and Man, and then our 
Coffees Houſes, and. Plays, would not abound with 
Champions for all licentiouſneſs}, it is ſuch as have no 
Property of their own, who cry up that which may 
deſtroy it in other Men; But if Men were carly en- 
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gaged in the Common Zutereft of the Nation, as Mar- 
riage makes Men to be, then every Hand would be 
imployed to improve and defend it; and how that 
may be done the Seventh Head is to demonſtrate, to 
which I am now come. 

Which is my ſubmiſſion to better judgments in ſuch 
Rules, and Methods, as will oblige Men of all Qualities 
to conform oxe way or other, fo that the Kingdom may 
be improved by inforcing this to Practice, 

I preſume it will not be denied that our Numbers 
would be much increaſed, if Marriage were more carly 
and generally embraced among us ; I cannot aſcertain 
the Numbers that are wanting in this matter; but it 
might be known, it our Bi4s of Mortality mentioned 
who dyed unmarryed from one and Iwenty of Males, 
and who from ffreen of Females, and I doubt it would 
be near a 7hird of thoſe that dyed from that Age, of 
which perhaps not One in 7ex but are left /ng/ec out of 
neceſſity, not choice, only for want of Fortunes, and 
all theſe might be provided for out of the Mulds hid 
on ſuchas neglet Marriage by their own choice. 

Theſe being Men of real, or perſonal Eſtates, neg- 
let Marriage, either becauſe they indulge themſelves 
in /ooſe and unbounded injoyments, or becauſe they 
meet not with overgrown Fortunes to increaſe their 
own ; if they be under the firſt Qualification, it ſeems 
a leſs puniſhment, than their fault deſerves, to com- 
mute for Moxey; and if the ſecond, then it is but rea- 
ſonable they ſhould help others that have no Fortunes, 
out of their ſtraits, "6 for want of Fortunes, not 
Choice, do not Marry, whom they reject for that they 
think they have not. enough, though it be too great 
for others, and refuſed by the Women, for the fame 
reaſon, they-are refuled by Mex themſelves. That 
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Common Proverb is fatally verified in this Age, that 

Money is the roet of all Evil, when it hindersthe greateſt 

Blefng on Earth; fo were Children accounted in the 
runes. 

We do not find the Patriarchs chaffering for Por- 

tions: Iſaac, that was ſo great an Z#/eir, (as that his 
Father out of his own Houle did raiſe three hundred 
and eighteen Men, born in his Service,) was at the 
charge of ſending for a Wife without a Portion; and 
Jaco with fourteen years Service purchafed his : As 
the World increaſed in Money, fo it did in this Sin, 
and both united to hinder the Ordirance of God, tur- * 
ning the Command of increa/mg and multiplying Men, 
into increaſe and multiply more, of which we may 
fay, as it was in another caſe, though much to the ſame 
purpoſe, in the beginning it was not ſo. 
# There are ſome now hving in thee Kingdoms, that 
remember when Money was the leaſt part conſidered 
in Marriage, when that Summ would have been thought 
2a Fortune jor a Zord, that is now deſpiſed by a Mer- 
chant; yet then there were few dycd without Poſte- 
rity, and as few dyed for want, or that which is worſe, 
livd like Beaſts of Prey, on the /abours of others, 

And Money brings a Plurifie upon the Kingdom, it 
diſtempersthe Body, and it the Blood be not drawn- out 
will deſtroy it ; for ſuch will be the conſequence of 
hindring the i»creafe of the Nation; and it might per- 
baps be better for theſe Kingdoms, if the Treaſure of 
Corn was Jeſs, for that the prodigious Fortanes of ſome, 
put others upon hindring Pefterity in their Families, 
that one of them might arrive to the Diſeaſe (1 think 
it a more proper Name than Greatneſs ) of his Neigh- 
bour, a wild Choice, that covets Aer, rather then Sub- 
Kance, and will have (perhaps his Eavious) —_ 
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bour, to fay, there is a rich Family, but wants an 
Heir. If thoſe that are overwhelmed in Coverauſae/; 
and Ambition, which arc inſeparable from each orber, 
would imploy their reafon, to find our a way to fa- 
risfic themſelves, the beſt expedient would be to in- 
large their Poſterity; this might afford chem 3 likely 
proſpe&t of becoming Fathers to an Eminent Divine, 
Fudge, or General; but ſach we oftner find ro be the 
off-ſpring of Middle Families, then the fimgie Darling 
of a Miſer, who, as a judgment entail'd upon his Fa- 
ther's Avanice, 1s generally by fo much the*more ex- 
travagant, by how much he is the heavyer /ader with 
the Bags of his Progenitor. 

'Tis {trange to ſeea Country not half Peopled, and 
yet thouſands to want ſabfiſtence of their own; but 
'tis more to be wondered at, it we retle&t upon the 
riches of the Kingdom, and fad them to be zen times 
as much, as when there were wice the People, and all 
thoſe in a decent way of living, 

There was not that neceſiny m thoſe days, when 
molt People Marryed, to give ſecurity to Pariſhes 
that their Chi/dren ſhould not be a charge, as now 
there is, when ſo few Marry; and the reaſon of all this 
is plain, the riches of the Kingdom are ingrofled into 
particular FHands, who take care more to mcreaſe 
their Subftaxce, than Poſfterity; or elſe employ ir in 
that way where they can have none; and the miſchief 
lies not only in the Praftzce of thoſe of greater Qua- 
lity, but in their Example, which influences all Degrees 
of Men under them. 

Man is naturally Ambitious, which the very out- 
ward Garb does lufficiently ſhew, and wherein the 
meaneſt (as far as their abilities will extend) follow the 
faſbion ; and this infirmity is not only —— 
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this caſe, but alſo in their ſeveral manners and deſigns 
in the World, and therefore obſerving their Superiours 
to Marriage, fo will they do alſo, on purpoſe 
to 2 a greater hi to themſelves, in 14mitation 
of thoſe above them ; ſo alſo Men of immenſe For- 
tunes forbear Marriage, becauſe they light not upon 
ſuch to Match with ; the leſſer Men do the fame in 
proportion, they meet with thoſe. that are equal to 
their pretences in the World, and fo go out of it, as | 
unprofitable as they came in, pri ing themſelves 

whilſt they live with that Name, which the wiſeſt 
Heathens thought ignominious, v2.) a Rich Bache- 
lour. I confeſs, of all the Cuſtoms that are in that 
Famous City of London, none ſeems ſo unnaccountable 
as the #ſonowr, and Place, which they give to thoſe a 
Conrted Offenders; the Heathen Law belore-men- 
tioned might be thought more juſtifiable ; and would 
t not add more to the Cavalcade of that Renowned 
City, to ſee 7houſands of their Livery added to their | 
decent Numbers, than to have a few Gentlemen walk 
as Heralds to Avarice, which they may be judged 
to be, when I hope they will Pardon the Ceſare, ſeeing 
it reproves not Men, but Fawts, which as they leave, 
have double Honour; they are entitled to that Szation 
for beingonly rich to themſelves, filling their Coffers, 
but addiog nothing to the Common-Wealth; and fo 
it is, if rightly underſtood : For thus the moſt mighty 
Man of Wealth adds nothing to the Kingdom, and is 
no more than the Box at Play, which 7rricks up ſome- 
thing out of every Man's misfortune, but brings in 
nothing to the Game ; nor do the rich in the Kingdom 
add to the Commen-/tock more than as the Sea, which 
when it Ebbs to one, it flows to another; 'tis then 
plaia, that the Man of Sons and Dawghters, is a better 
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Common-wealths-man, than the Lord of Land and Trea- 
fare who has none. 

But to return to the Argament, which I inſiſted up- 
on before this Digreſſion, Rich Men inforce the mea- 
»eſt to imitate them for two Reaſons. 

Firſt, The /rrg/e Lives of the Rich hinder the Em- 
ployment of the Poor; not only their 7reafure, but 
their Poſterity is locked up, both which, it diſperſed 
| atroad, would give Opportunity for the Poor to pain 

by them, 'twas formerly here (and is yet fo in | 
Parts of the World) the Badge of Greatneſs to employ 
Numbers of Men, and then it was that the World in- 
creaſed ; but whilſt the Rich neither augment their 
Pofterity, nor diſperſe their Treaſure, it cannot be ex- 
peed that our /rving Stock ſhould improve more than 
- our Herds without Paſture. 

Secondly; The poorer fort do not hazard themſelves 
in Marriage, becauſe they hear the Reaſon given by 
a Set above them, namely, that they have but /irz/e 
f in the World ; and thoſe who have much more than 
they, do not marry for Fear of Wart; fo that if that 
be an Argument for thoſe that have ſomething, 'tis 
more ſo toſuch as have nothins. Thus we ſee how the 
Diſeaſe diſperſes ix felt from the Head to the Feet ; 
the way then to make the S7ream run free, is to clear 
ghe Fountain, and fo I come to the Modus of the Propo- 
fal, in reference to which I ſhall not repeat, but reterr 
the Reader to the fourth Head, ſhewing what has 
been done in other Countries, para/le/ to what I have 
now to offer, and that is, 

Firſt, That a Statute might be made, obliging all 
Men from One and Twenty Tears of Age to marry, or 
in Default to pay One Eighth Part Ammally of their 
Tearly Income, if they be Men of real Eſtates; or 
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One Eighth part of the Intere## of their Perſoval F- 
ſtates, if it amount to One Hundred per Annum of 
Real; or to Four Flundred Perſonal, as it ſhall be 
valued by Men appointed for that Aﬀair, and the 
ſame to te paid by all fwg/e Women, who have their 
Fortuxes in their Hands, after that they arrive to the 
Age of Eighteen; and the ſame to be paid by all W7- 
dowers, and Widows who have no Children, the Wi- 
dowers notto pay after Sixty Tears of Age, nor the 
Widows after Forty, and all theſe Payments to con- 
tinue as longas they are unmarried. 

And becauſe that young Mex are often kept from 
Marriage through Detault of their Fathers, that the 
lame Mult ſhall be laid on the Father's Eſlate, as if it 
were the Son's, 

This Money, ſo raiſed, to be diſpoſed in every City 
and County, as they ſhall fee fit, for Portions to young 
Maids, who are under Forty Tears of Age, and Carg 
taken that it be expended every 7ear, ſo as po Bank 
to be kept; and that no Portion be ever given to any, 
who have been debauch'd, with ſuch other Rules as 
the Parliament ſhall preſcribe. 

I'm ſenſible, 'that ſome may be apt to raiſe 0þ- 
je#ions againſt this Propoſal ; which to fave the 
Trouble , both of naming, and anſwering them, I 
think, this Reply may ſerve for al, That there ca 
be no particular /xjury done in this Matter, which 
can ſland in the leaſt Competition with the Cons» 
ſideration of ſuch a Publick Good, as both reforming 
and peopling of a Kingdom will neceſſarily amoupe 
to: But however to anſwer the main Objetion, which 
will naturally be made by thaſe whom the LTaw will 
reach ; and which indeed is the Crime intended to 
be puniſhed, namely that of forcing out their Money. 

As 
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As to this, they will &@y, that 'ris an Aeatiy Tax, 
art tlie frijors unredſoriable, ſoeingrthat 'tiza, Force 40 
Nithire 9 oblige Marriage at % Day, ot to pay Money 
for keeping df that which a Man 1s 4orn» with, and 
thit is  Fretalom of Choice, which, perhaps, a ar 
may not rivet with, by the Tears of Twenty 
One. 4 ta 
To this, 1'a»/iberz Firft , That 'tis {o far from 
being'an bewvy Tax, that it can be hardly thought 
6ne at all, in Regard that it goes not out of the Cr7y or 
Corntry, neither does the Govermnent intermeddle 
with it. 
And Setonitlly , as it goes /not out of the Conntry, 
ſoit rarely goes out of the Family: There are few 
of the beft 'Quality, but that have ſome poor Relations ; 
and they may meet with har whuch their Relation 
gives,' as dn Addition to their 'Fortune, and fo -may 
'be preferr'd :' It can Inrdly 'be : wppoſed a Greevance, 
"or  Z2fs to tiny, but to one ſort of Men, and their 
"Numbers muſt be ſmall ; that is, 'futh as have:no Ain- 
ded, it there be any fuch, they muſt give or: pay 
this "Mult to Strangers; and” were their Payments 
' doable 'to' otters, it were no hatm, for tis only ma- 
m—_—_— Exbentors to Charsty, inftead of Bankers 
to Ptxury, 
The Wiſdom- of the Nation thinks no» Tax too 
reat to {echre our Ives and” Fortunes, and no reato- 


: table Peyſor will find Fault, if he pays more: than; dn 
* this Caſe is propoſed for-One EN 


'jf it be *well confider'd 'of, "twill be found that this 
"Ml for not marrying, is to the fame intent with 
the Tax, thatof preſerving the Kingdom: The one. is 
For'ſeceuttmg of the Nambers whichiwe have, :the other 
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is 'for the ſame, with the Advantage of adding tg 
them; -and:there'is yet. more-to be faid for the latter , 
that none 'are vblig d tor pry, but Travſgrefſors, who 
make it their Chorces bit 'in the Zax of the Nation 

the Junocent pays for the Nocent ; he that has Wif « 
and Children, pays equally with him that has wore 
As to that part of the 04je4ion, that 'tis a Force t 

Nature", 'tis not'often , fournd that Men of 'Zwent 

One Tears of "Age think themſelves too young for Wo 
men, and may more eaſily be fixed upon lawful Love 
at thoſe Jears, than when they have been more 
converſant with Women ; but ſuppoſe , that to fa- 
tisfie their” Curiofiry they flay a Tear or 2wo, or lon- 
ger, and during that Time pay the MelF ; Is it not 
more reaſonable that they ſhould pay for the Damage 
which they do the Kingdom, (for fo it is to hinder 
its growth,” ) than that they - ſhould do it, and yet 
make no Reparation : In this they do no more than 
a Pariſbioner in his ParifÞ, tor it- he thinks not fit to 
goto the Warch, he ſends one inhis Room, and pays for 
it ; fo that Gent/eman who is not minded to marry, 
ler him pay for one who 144, and then he performs 
the part of a good 'Common-wealthi-man ; and which 
is more important , ofa charitable Chriſtian, in pre- 
ſerring ſuch, as too often miſ-carry both in Soul and 
Body, tor want of a Fortune to advance them in the 
World. . Nor, can this: Payment of One Eighth be 
accounted a Charge ; for if it fall upon a great Eſtate, 
tis an Advantage to the'Payer, ſeeing that if he de- 
ſigned to live agreeably to his Fortune, his Expence 
muſt be much greater with a Hife, than whilſt he 
contimaed pA fo then he parts but with a lit- 
tle of 'that which he ſaves, by not marrying ; nm 
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if this Payment happens upon Men of ſmall Eſtates, 
who forbear Marriage on purpoſe to grow rich, then 
'tis but a reaſonable 7ax upon their Gars. 

I have heard of a C«/fom? amongſt thoſe worſt. of 
Men, the Iriſh , which might teach us Charity, and 
that is, before their Daughters are thirteen years of 
age, they go about among all their Friends and Ac- 

uaintance, taking the young Girle with them, to 
ſhew that ſhe is capable of Marriage. This is accoun- 
ted _fuſhicient Intimation to their Friends th under- 
ſand their Deſign, and therefore they need do na 
more, but are immediately anſwered with what they 
can ſpare,, which is commonly in Cartel, for they 
have-htrle Money. This I have heard is a frequent Pra- 
Ctice amongſt them at this day, and fo general, that 
a poor Man, who may not be Maſter of fix Cows him- 
ſelf, will commonly get twenty for their Daughters , 
and make no Proviſion for their Sons; by which means 
the Daughters ſeldom ſtay till #fzeen, and the young 
Men marry the earlier to get themſelves a Stock of 
Cattel, which they are ſure of with a Wite, and the 
effe& of this carly Marriage is plain in the Increaſe of 
that People, who were ſo deſtroyed by their laſt Re- 
bellion, which Cromwe/ ſubducd, that 'twas thought 
that there were near as many Britiſh Proteſtants in 
the Army, together with ſuch as remained at the end 
of the War, as there were Iriſh Papiſts in that King- 
dom, when the reſt of the Natives were exported ; 
and yet at the beginning of this Rebellion there was 
not thought to be one 8r171/h Proteſtant tor ten [riſh 
Papiſts; and it has been obſerved by ſome curious men 
who have made Enquiry and Obſervations upon it, 
that in thirty five years ns. there has been three 
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times the number of Children from one Iriſh couple, 
than has been from an Engliſh Marriage at the ſame 
time, and this in ſeveral Inſtances, which may be pro- 
Lable enough ; for ſeppoſing that this Triſh Marriage 
produced a Daughter married, and the a Mother in 
ſixtcen years, (they fay tis common in fittcen ;) ſhe 
again may have a Child at the fame age: So then in 
thirty two years here is a third Generation ; by whici 
means there may proceed from one Woman, in thirty 
five years, above thirry Chiſdren ; whereas, allowing 
the Eng/:ſþ Women ( who perhaps marry not till two 
or three and twenty) to be equally ſruittull with her, 
there ſhall not be ten in that time. By this means we 
may plainly ſce the loſs of a Kingdom by the Neglect 
of Marriage, for 'tis eaſily made out, that after the 
rate of thirty Perſons increaſe in the ſpace of thirty 
five Years, there will be three 7imes that Number in 
five Years more; and fo the Iriſh gradually, by their 
courſe 'of Marriage , muſt have over-run theſe King- 
doms, if the Engl:ſh perſiſted in their Omiſſions which 
the Iriſh prevent by their own Ca/ſ/oms. And might 
not the ſame be done among us in a more regular way 
by a Law, ſuch a one as perhaps would meet with a 


more general Acceptation, than any of thoſe which 


our Days have produced; fince this would be a Do- 
native to the greateſt part of the Kingdom, and Gene- 
T4tions to come Will bleſs the Men who made it. This 
may be truly faid, to be throwing, our Bread upon the 
Waters, and receiving it again after many days. Theſe 
Kingdoms in their moſt happy days never ſaw a Law, 
which made that immediate Proviſion for the mcancſt 
Soul in. it,-as this will do; for 'twill ſet the Caprive 
free, whereas many are now born who have reaſon to 
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continue the Lamentation they ſound out at their 
firſt Entrance into the World : Our greateſt Charity 
for the poor is at moſt but to keep them ſo; but this 
will be cloathing them with Wedding Garments, and 
every Corner of the Land will rejoyce with nuptiu/ 
Songs, and undoubtedly if it be a-vertmons AG to re- 
lieve che Poor, this muſt te greater to provide for 
then! for the preſent, and to prevent it in their Poſte- 
rity. Nothing fills our Srreets more with Poor, than 
the /ſne of unlawfull Beds; and although it may nor 
appear © in a direct Line, for that many labour under 
that Misfortune who are the Oft-fpring of honeſt Pa- 
rents, yet their Neceſities may have riſen from the Ex- 
travagancies of thoſe above them, who have difaLled 
them from living , and whoſe labours have been dc- 
voured by the Expence which their Debtors have con- 
tracted by erCOmMPan yung with lewd Women. 

And as this Proviſion for early Marriage will reple- 
niſh rhe Kingdom, and provide tor the Poor, fo will it 
be the onely infallible Means to put a ſtop to that Sin 
which, like the Frogs of /Zgypr, croak in all Parts of 
the Kingdom. . 

We are more affected with preſent Loſs — 

, ſo degenerateare.our Natures, that moſt Men do now 
what cur” Saviowr complained of , foſow him for the 
Loaves.\ Tis reaſonable then to believe, rhat a Ke- 
ward here may prevail, where the Premiſe of it in the 
future does not, when Criminals to this Benet olence 

F (as 7, ranſzreſſing Women will be) {hall be excluded from 
any part an it, there will be few Offenders, the Hopes, 

' nay, Aſſurance of Marriage will arm them againſt the 

Aſſaulrs of Hell, when'they rob them of their Enjoy- 
ments here, as well as hereatter; and-when Men are 
| | | thus 
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thus debarred from intemperate Draughts, they wil 
ſeek ſuch as are vertxous, and then thoſe Fours which 
are ſpent in Riet and Wantonneſs, will be imployed in 
more pleaſant Converſe with a Wife and Children, the 
Production of which will fill the Yacant ſpaces of the 
Kingdom, and then, and not before, Complaints will 
ceaſe, that the Land is emptied of its Inhabitants, and 
burthened with the Fruits of the Earth, for want of 
Movrhs to conſume it. 

The Government will not then be put to rack their 
Inventions how to make 7axes ealic to the People, nor 
they how to pay them; for that is a Burthen to one 
which will not be felt by three: This m4azvring the 
Root would encreaſe our Store more than proxing the 
Branches. 

It might raiſe an Enquiry, not eaſie to anſwer, how 
it comes that Men employ their Studies, and raiſe 
their Fortunes by Inventions how to deſtroy Men, and 
none are framed for, nor employed in preſcribing Rules 
to increaſe them. It might be thought chat the Pale 
Herſe 1n the Revelations was come into the World, to 
kill with the Sword, and with Hunger, and with Death, 
and with the Beaſts of the Field. Ovr Ears are filled 
with the Noiſe of Wars through the Chriſtian World, 
and the Paths of DeſtruRtion ſeem to be cat out, Is 
there not then Reaſon to make Proviſion for Stores, 
when we may icar our Expence exceeds our Increaſc? 
And fince we cannot be exempt from the Calamity of 
Furope, that yet we may, agreeably to the Privileges 
thoſe Nations enjoy above any in Exrope, exceed them 
in our for Pofterity ; this would make our Royal 
Pare glorious than all their Predeceſſours, and uw 
a great and happy People, and divert that a, na” 
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the Royal Pſalmiſt, The Fire conſumed their Toung Men, 
and their Maidens were not given in Marriage: And 
then the Bleſſing given in the Cloſe of that P/alm to 
David, would be conferred on ours, So he fed them ac- 
cording to the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them 


by the Skilfulneſs of his Hands, 


